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jing is secured, and all errors arising from personal 
| equation are eliminated. 
Since the early experiments of Mr. M. D. Mefford, on | 


The gun, which is necessarily smooth bore, is made 


the pneumatic dynamite gun, and the subsequent ex-| of cast iron in several sections, provided with flanges 


periments of Lieut. E. L. Zalinski and others, we have | 


which are bolted together, forming a tube having a 


from time to time published the various steps in the | length of fifty feet and an internal diameter of fifteen 


progress of the gun toward completion. We have also 
deseribed the interesting experiments which have been 
made with the different guns. 

The latest improvements, which we now illustrate, 
have been invented and put in practice by Captain 
John Rapieff, of the Russian artillery, who is at pres- 
ent residing in this country, and filling the important 
post of chief engineer of the Pneumatic Dynamite Gun 
Company, of this city. The larger view in our front 
page engraving showsthe gun in »erspective, together 
with the loading apparatus, while the smaller view is 
a side elevation which gives a good idea of the propor- 
tions of the gun and its mountings. The inside views 
are side and end elevations partly in section, showing 
the firing compressed air reservoirs, and loading car- 
riage, and their connection with the gun. The princi- 
pal points of improvement are the balancing of the 
barrel on hollow trunnions, and mounting it in a car- 





riage which can be turned through an entire revolu- 


inches. The joints are all provided with a new and 
very efficient system of packing, which automatically 
tightens with the increase of pressure. The trannions, 
which are hollow, communicate with an annular air 
space surrounding the barrel between them and the 
breech. The trunnions turn in boxes which support 
the barrel and at the same time serve to convey air to 
the trunnions in whatever position they may take. 
These boxes communicate by means of a swing joint 
with a cross pipe connected with the firing reservoirs 
located on opposite sides of the gun. The trunnion 
joints, as well as the swing joint, are provided with 


packed bearing surfaces, which may be removed for) 


inspection Or repacking without disturbing other por- 
tions of the gun. 

A bronze sector attached to the under side of the 
gun, within the carriage, and concentric with the trun- 
nions, is engaged by a worm arranged to be operated 
by an electric or water motor. The fixed base of the 


gun, the shafts are prolonged through the walls of the 
carriage to receive cranks for maneuvering the gun by 
hand power. 

The gun is provided with a quick-closing breech 
piece, which packs itself automatically as soon as the 
air pressure is exerted upon it. The main firing vaive 
is operated by air pressure controlled by an auxiliary 
) Valve, seen in the engraving, at the top of the breech 
| of the gun, and this valve in turn is controlled by an- 
other located at the trunnion, operated by the gun 
ner, who occupies the platform at the left side of the 
carriage. By a novel arrangement of pneumatically 
operated pistons and valves, the operation of opening 
the main firing valve proceeds automatically. 

After the firing lever has been woved, the gunner 
has no control whatever over the speed of the move 
ment of the main valve, the entire operation proceed- 
ing with mathematical accuracy. This a feature 
which entitles Captain Rapieff to a great deal of cre 
| dit, as it secures great accuracy in firing, aud insures 
| perfect uniformity in the action of the gun. 

The projectiles are much the same as those hereto- 
fore described in our pages. Around the gun is a cir- 
| cular track upon which runs a carriage, this carriage 
| serving to transfer the small loading trough on which 


is 





tion, the application of motors for elevating and train- | earriage is provided with a circular rack engaged by a| the projectile has been conveyed from the wagazine to 


ing the gun, and last, and most important, the firing 
mechanism, by means of which great accuracy io fir- | 























| pinion, also driven by an electric or water motor. 


Besides these means of elevating and training the 








the gun, irrespective of its position. 
(Continued on page 182.) 
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THE SMOKE NUISANCE. 

The Board of Health of Chicago is now prosecuting 
a vigorous war upon the authors of what is known as 
the smoke nuisance. Soft coal has of late years been 
so generally substituted for hard by manufacturers, by 
railroad companies, and by the owners of steam craft 
on the lake, that Chicago has become a very smoky 
city. Many buildings, especially those constructed of 
light-colored material, have been blackened and ren- 
dered very offensive to the eye. The soot finds its way 
into private dwellings, discoloring draperies and walls, 
while the garments of the people are quickly soiled 
when they go upon the streets, especially in the busi- 
ness portions of the city. Formerly hard coal was 
generally used in Chicago, and the clouds of black 
smoke which now hang like a pall over the city were 
unknown. But as new wines of soft coal have been 
opened and railroads have been extended the article 
has been cheapened, and those who consnme large 
quantities of fuel have adopted it without regard to 
the effect its use would have upon the appearance of 
the city. A law was enacted which required all those 
who burned soft coal to use a smoke consumer, of 
which, it is said, there are at least thirty different 
kinds patented and unpatented. This law, up to 
March 30 last, was virtually a dead letter. Chicago 
having been selected as the site for the world’s fair, 
the authorities of the city have been prompted to take 
steps toward the cleansing of the city, and one of the 
movements in this direction is the abatement of the 
smoke nuisance. Suits have been commenced against 
a large number of concerns and individuals. Some of 
these have paid their fines, others have agreed to go 
back to the use of hard coal, while still others have 
pat in smoke consuwers. 

It is claimed that the smoke from soft coal would 
not be nearly so objectionable as it is were it not for 
the fact that the fuel is used in a wasteful man- 
ner. Firemen are accustomed to shovel more coal 
|than is necessary into the furnace, and as a conse- 
|quence large quantities of smoke goes into the atmo- 
~| sphere, which thus becomes charged with unburned 
earbon. 

Cincinnati is so situated that soft coal is brought to 
her doors in large quantities and at very low rates. 
As a cousequence she has also become a very smoky 
city. An ordinance is in force which provides ‘‘ that 
every furnace employed in the city of Cincinnati, and 
every furnace upon railroad engines used for switching 
or yard purposes within the city limits, shall be con- 





| structed, or, if already constructed, shall be so altered, 


and shall have attached thereto efficient smoke pre- 
ventives, as to produce the most perfect combus- 
tion of fuel or material from which smoke re- 


sults, and so as to prevent the production and | 


ewission of all smoke therefrom, so far as the same 
is possible.” This ordinance is not enforced. The city 
clerk of Cincinnati in a communication to the writer 
says: ‘There are so many manufacturers and others 
in the city whose business would be crippled were this 
ordinance enforced, that the inspectors (provided for 
in the ordinance) confine their work largely to fire 
escapes.” 

Cleveland is another city where the smoke nuisance 
prevails to an overpowering degree. 

Pittsburg, Pa., was formerly known as the chief 


ral gas to the uses for which soft coal was formerly em- 
ployed, much of the smoke has disappeared. 
It is claimed in some quarters that New York and 
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adjacent cities are in serious danger of becoming vic- 
tims of the smoke nuisance. The consumption of bitu- 
minous coal in this city and vicinity has increased, and 
the atmosphere is not as clear as it was a few years 
ago. 

A leading coal dealer stated that a remedy would 
probably be found in the gradual adaptation of gas to 
all manufacturing and heating purposes. This move- 
ment had already commenced, and manufactured gas 
was being used to run engines, for cooking, ete. 

In the meantime it would seem to be the part of 


| wisdow for all municipal authorities to insist upon the 


use of such appliances as will prevent the escape of the 
coal, especially as experience has 


shown that this can be done. Chief Inspector Young, 


| of Chicago, claims that between March 30 and Sep- 
, tember 1, 825 chimneys have been made to stop smwok- 


ing. 
Every railroad which enters the city excepting one 
has put smoke consumers on their locomotives, and 


“| the towing companies have adopted the sawe course 


with their steam craft. Preventive measures can be 


‘more easily enforced in localities where the smoke 
| nuisance has not becowe so aggravated as in Chicago. 


This fact should be borne in mind by the authorities of 
New York and other cities where complaints are being 
made. 


-—— 
i i 


CONGRESS ought to issue a sufficient amount of frac- 
tional paper curreney to facilitate exchange through 
|the medium of the United States mail. The people 
found it usefal, and it never ought to have been 
ina =abolished. 





among smoky cities ; but with the adaptation of uatu- | 








Excursion of Scientists to Western Caverns. 

During the Indianapolis meeting of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, an illus- 
trated lecture was given on the great caverns of the 
Ohio valley, by Rev. H. C. Hovey, D.D., of Bridgeport, 
Conn., who has in a similar manner favored several 
annual meetings of this association. On this occasion 
the lecture was complimentary to the citizens, and was 
given at the request of the local committee, and was 
attended by a crowded and delighted audience. One 
result was the organizing of a large party of scientific 
excursionists to see the subterranean wonders so vividly 
described. At New Albany they were met by a delega- 
tion of citizens, who drove them for an afternoon amid 
the Knobs that environ that city. The troglodytes 
were piloted by Mr. Ben Hains through the mazes of 
Marengo and Wyandctte, and by Dr. Hovey himself 
through those of the famous Mammoth Cave. In this 
connection the fact may be noted that 11,000 copies of 
Hovey’s guide book have been sold, and the author has 
anew edition in preparation for the coming season. 
Considerable improvements have also been made in the 
management of the cavern, under the able direction of 
Mr. H C. Ganter, by which the most remote regions of 
the great cave are now accessible regardless of the oc- 
easional floods to which the subterranean rivers are 
liable. Those who have distressing recollections of the 
rough ride by stage coach from Glasgow Junction to 
the cave will be glad to know that the trip is now 
made by railroad tothe park at the entrance, but with- 
out disturbing the natural wildness of the surround- 


ings. 





A Revolution in Printing. 


The succeasful introduction of typesetting machines 
into a number of newspaper offices in the United States 
has greatly stimulated their competitors, and early in 
the autumn the New York Sun, Times, World, and 
other papers will commence their use. It is also said 
that the Herald willemploy them. Probably one half 
of the one thousand compositors engaged upon the 
morning dailies will be dropped. 

It is now announced that Theodore L. De Vinne, the 
printer of the Century wagazine, has completed ar- 
rangements to have his typesetting done by machinery 
Upon reliable authority it is stated that a syndicate of 
book publishers in New York have likewise made ar- 
rangements to put fifty or a hundred typesetting ma- 
chines into a co-operative office, where all the body 
matter of cheap publications turned out in New York 
will be set up. This arrangement, which will be in 
working order upon the first of next January, is likely 
to increase the annual output of novels by one hundred 
per cent and reduce the already low price one-half. 

The announcement that the Century magazine is to 
be set up by machinery, following so closely upon the 
action of several publishers of New York daily news- 
papers, who have made arrangements to introduce the 
Rogers and Mergenthaler machines into their compos- 
ing rooms this fall, will be of momentous interest to 
the printers. A member of New York Typographical 
Union No. 6 says: 

“Of course, some members of the Union are a little 
skeptical as to the benefit these machines will be to the 
followers of the craft, but the whole history of labor- 
saving machinery teaches us that nothing has yet been 
invented that has lessened the need of good workmen. 
When typesetting machines have been introduced into 
every newspaper office in the country, it will lessen the 
cost of composition to such an extent that papers which 
now contain eight pages will have twelve, and four- 
page papers will be increased to eight. The introduc- 
tion of the machines will be a good thing for first-class 
wen, but it may injure those who make a practice of 
tramping allover the country, working only one or 
two nights at a time.”—National Publisher and 
Printer. 
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A Peep at the Secrets of Life. 

One of the most interesting objects for examination 
under the microscope is Valisneria spiralis (the grass 
which grows in aquariums), when prepared to show 
eyclosis or circulation of the protoplasm. Professor 
Lock wood, in the Microscope, says : 

“I think that, to the amateur at least, a hint how 
to observe the circulation of this favorite plant to the 
best advantage must be acceptable. I have never seen 
it better displayed than when under the excellent 
manipulation of Mr. F. W. Devoe, of the New York 
Microscopical Society. 

** Having selected a bit of leaf, not too mature. he 
shaves off one side with a sharp knife, although 4 
razor is better. It is then put on aslide, the shaven 
side up. A drop or twoof clean water and a cover 
glass of medium thickness, with good illumination, 
follows, Mr. Devoe using a prism illaminator. Begin 
the examination with a six-tenths inch objective. avd 
continue up to a sixth or a tenth. The result will be 
a vision of startling clearness. The vivid individual 
ity of each bioplasmic molecule, and the mystic, almost 
a solemn, movement of this pellucid stream of in- 
finities of life, form a sensational! picture of which the 
beholder never tires.” 
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The Pig Iron Industry. 

The Census Office has issued a bulletin showing the 
production of pig iron in the United States for the year 
ending June 30, 1890. Great credit is due Dr. William 
M. Sweet, of Philadelphia, for this magnificent achieve- 
ment in statistical work. The following points con- 
densed by the Jron Trade Review from the report will 
no doubt be read with interest : 

The production of pig iron for the census year of 
1890 was the largest in the history of the iron industry 
in this country, amounting to 9,579,779 tons of 2,000 
pounds, as compared with 3,781,021 tons produced dur- 
ing the census year 1880, and 2,052,821 tons during the 
census year 1870. 

From 1870 to 1880 the increase in production amount- 
ed to 1,728,200 tons, or nearly 85 per cent, while from 
1880 to 1890 the increese was 5,798,758 tons, or over 153 
per cent. 

The pig iron industry of New England has been 
practically stationary during the last twenty years. 

Pig iron is now made in twenty-five States and 
Territories. 

Pennsylvania produces about one-half of all the pig 
iron made in the United States. 

Ohio retains second place, dropping, however, from 
14 per cent in 1880 to 13 per cent in 1890. 

Alabama advances from tenth place in 1880 to third 
place in 1890. Her increase over 1880 is 1,328 per cent. 

Illinois, which was seventh in rank in 1880, is fourth 
in 1890. 

New York retires from third to fifth place. Virgi- 
nia advances from seventeenth to sixth, and Tennessee 
from thirteenth to seventh. 

As showing the greater size and capacity of furnaces 
in 1890 over those of 1880, the fact is demonstrated that, 
while the production of 1890 was 5,798,758 tons greater 
than that of 1880, the number of completed furnaces ac- 
tually decreased from 681 in 1880 to 562 in 1890. In other 
words, the average yearly capacity in 1880 was 5,552 
tons, while the average yearly capacity of furnaces re- 
ported in 1890 was 17,946 tons. 

The nine Southern States produced only 350,436 tons 
in the census year 1880. 
909 tons, an increase of 408 per cent. 

Kentucky alone, of all the Southern States, shows a 
decrease in production, amounting to 25 per cent. 

Six Western States, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Mis- 
souri, Ohio and Wisconsin, produced in 1890 2,522,351 
tons, against 995,335 tons in 1880, an increase of 153 per 
cent. Indiana, alone cf these States, reports a falling 
off, amounting to 37 per cent. 

During the decade, the use of anthracite has fallen 
off 71 per cent, while the use of mixed anthracite coal 
and coke has increased 163 per cent, coke and bitumi- 
nous coal 343 per cent, charcoal 51 per cent, and cast- 
ings direct from furnace 135 per cent. 

Of Ohio’s product in 1879, viz., 1,302,299 tons, the 
Mahoning Valley produced 527,164 tons, or neariv 
half, 

The production of Bessemer pig iron in the United 
States during the census year 1890 amounted to 4,233, - 
272 tons, of which Pennsylvania made 2,567,813 tons ; 
Illinois, 616,654 tons; Ohio, 516,654 tons; and other 
States much smaller quantities. 

One hundred and forty-nine thousand, nine hundred 
and fifty-nine tons of spiegeleisen were produced in the 
census year 1890. 


The Prismatic Fountain at Lincoln Park. 

The electrically illuminated fountain at Lincoln 
Park, Chicago, has been completed and is in operation 
nightly. Numerous jets of water are projected sky- 
ward to varying heights, and are kept continually 
changing, rising and falling irregularly, breaking and 
splashing, falling in sheets and breaking into spray 
while being illuminated with various colors that are 
continually changing, the effect produced suggesting 
the idea of shattered rainbows caught by a whirlwind. 
At times some of the jets leap fully 100 feet into the 
air, blowing for a time, while the falling drops sparkle 
in the vari-colored lights with the brilliancy of gems of 
the purest water. At one instant the streams will blend 
in a manner that suggests an iceberg, sparkling with 





its frosty crystals under the beams of white light, then |hit. Again, these vessels are of very light draught, es- 
instantly changing to a beautiful emerald or deep | pecially as compared with that of the great foreign 


crimson. At other times the colors change so rapidly | 
that the mind becomes weary in the effort to recall the 
names. Foran hour the display continues ever-vary- 
ing, never the same for longer than a few seconds, 
barely sufficient to allow the mind to obtain the im- 
pression, not long enough to permit one to realize the 
real beauty of the scene. The ever-varying changes of 
the forms produced by the jets in their varying irregu- 
larity, and the play of the numerous colors, reminds 
one of the glimpses of fairyland as presented in the 
Spectacular dramas. 

How is it all produced? Simply enough. Below the 
reservoir which receives the water from the fountains 
'S & room about thirty feet square having a cement 
floor, while the ceiling is but seven feet above. A long. 
arrow tunnel leads to this, and on one side are ar- 
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the sides of the room and through the center are nu- 
merous are lamps, placed in a horizontal position, and 
fitted with silvered reflectors. Above the lamps are 
cylindrical tubes 18 inches or more in diameter that 
lead above the surface of the water in the reservoir. 
Near the bottom of the reservoir the pipes that fur- 
nish the water are laid, leading into the large tubes so 
that the jets and streams spout upward from their 
mouths. A thick plate of glass in the tube prevents 
the water from entering the room below. Beneath 
each tube is a lawp, the concentrated rays being pro- 
jected through the glass plate. Between the lamps 
and tubes are frameworks carrying slides which con- 
tain large panes of different colored glass. Men sta- 
tioned in different parts of the room keep changing the 





slides that produce the colors in the water. The valves, 
which are of the lever type, are changed continually by 
men stationed there for that particular purpose. There 
are fifteen arc lamps in the room, each under a sepa- 
rate tube. These lamps use 5g inch carbons and are 
connected up in series. They are adjustable by hand, 
but require very little attention to keep them in opera- 
tion. This fountain and apparatus was presented to 
Lincoln Park by C. T. Yerkes, president of the North 
Side street railway system. Lincoln Park has always 
been a favorite resort on account of its beauty and the 
many interesting features which make it a pleasant 
place by day or night, but the most frequented part 
in the evening is the vicinity of the electrical foun- 
tain.—Stationary Engineer. 
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The Double Turret Monitors, 
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The popular interest excited of late in our new and 
fast unarmored cruisers, the San Francisco, the Phila- 
delphia, and the Baltimore, and also in the great bat- 
tle ships and other remarkable war vessels recently 
planned, has naturally drawn attention away from the 
five double turret monitors. But the pioneer of this 
class of ships is now practically completed and can be 
made ready at very short notice for her trial trip, 
which in any event will probably take place within a 
few weeks. The keel of the Miantonomoh was laid, 
as were the keels of her sister ships, the Monadnock, 
the Amphitrite, and the Terror, as long ago as the 
year 1874. They and their larger associate, the Puri- 
tan, have experienced many vicissitudes in policy and 
many changes in plan regarding them during this 
long interval, and at one time they fell into such dis- 
favor as to acquire in some quarters the nickname of 
the ‘‘fraudclads.” But they have come out of their 
long trials in reasonably creditable fashion, and, in 
the opinion of many naval experts, will prove very 
good auxiliaries for harbor defense. The Miantono- 
moh, just now the center of interest among them, has, 
like her three sister ships, a length of 250 ft., witha 
beam of 554g and a mean draught of a little over 14. 
This gives a displacement of 3,815 tons. With an iron 
hull, she has English compound armor, made for her 
by Brown & Co. and Cammell & Co. about five vears 
ago, when no suitable plates could be promptly turned 
out in the United States. This armor is? inches thick 
on the sides of the vessel and 1144 on the turrets. The 
armor for the three other vessels of the same type will 
be of American manufacture, their completion having 
been undertaken later. They all have armored decks 
2 in. thick, covered with wood, and their conning 
towers and ventilators will be protected by from 9 to 
1045 in. of armor. The turrets are protected in their 
revolving machinery much more than under their 
original design. Good engines will give sufficient 
speed for the purpose to which they are devoted, that 
of coast and harbor defense. 

How much in practical efficiency is to be expected of 
the Miantonomoh and the other monitors of her type? 
We are confronted at the start by the fact that with 
the exception of the big Puritan, which has been so al- 
tered that she is hardly of the same class, these ves- 
sels have only seven inches of side armor. This is a 
very imperfect supply for a modern armorclad, and it 
would not be repeated in any newly designed vessel. 
Still, when we reflect that their freeboard is only a 
little over two feet, it becomes evident that this low 








ranged numerous pipes and valves for supplying and 
controlling the water that forms the jets. Around 


hull, protected with good armor, is a hard target to 


ironclads, which are the opponents they would chiefly 
fear. Hence they could take advantage of the shoal 
waters along our coasts, and might be maneuvered in 
such a way as to gain an advantage over more power- 
ful adversaries from the course the latter might have 
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Foremost among those of 3,815 tons displacement is the 
Terror, which will soon receive her machinery. The 
Amphitrite and the Monadnock, the former of which 
is to be completed at Norfolk and the latter at Mare 
Island, will hardly be ready under two or three years. 
The Puritan has been turned into a powerful barbette 
ship. With a length on load line of 281 ft., an ex 
treme beam of a little over 60, and a draught of about 
18 1-5, she will have a displacement of 6,060 tons. 
Her turret armor will be 11% inches thick and that on 
the hull will have a maximum of 14, while powerful 
engines will give her a speed of at least thirteen knots. 
She is likely to carry a battery of twelve-inch guns 
As to the Miantonomoh, even were there no other in- 
terest attaching to her approaching trial trip and her 
subsequent commission for service, the fact that she 
will carry the heaviest guns ever afloat in our navy 
will bespeak for her a large share of public attention. 
She may already be counted upon as one of the most 
important factors in the defense of New York Harbor, 
which, with this vessel and the new shore batteries for 
rifled guns and mortars now about to be constructed, 
begins to see its sources of at least partial protection 
assembling.—N. Y. 7imes. 

—> +0 oe 

A Check is not Cash Payment, 

The Supreme Court of Minnesota has lately rendered 
a decision of much interest te the business community 
in declaring that bank checks are not cash, and do not 
possess legal value as money until cashed. In other 
words, the giving of a check on a bank is not a pay- 
ment when passed between debter and creditor, but 
only becomes so when the money is received on it. 

The court holds that in accepting a check from a 
debtor there is no legal presumption that the creditor 
takes it in absolute payment, but only conditionally, 
or as a written acknowledgment of the debt. Where 
goods are sold for cash on delivery, and the purchaser 
tenders payment in a check or draft on his banker, 
such payment is only conditional; and the delivery of 
the goods, if made, is also conditional. If the check is 
dishonored on presentation, the seller may retake the 
goods for the purchase money, even from the possession 
of a third or innocent party, unless it can be shown 
that the seller has been guilty of such negligence as 
would estop him from recovering in equity. 

This decision is among the first rendered by higher 
courts that is so far-reaching, and if supported by other 
high tribunals, will settle a mooted question in com- 
mercial circles. The same principle has been applied 
to unpaid notes by one or two courts, which have held 
that the seller does not lose his lien, for purchase 
money, oa goods sold, until he receives the actual cash, 
and may retake at any time prior thereto if the indebt 
edness be not met at maturity. 

—_—__—_ tere 





Overthrow of the German Telephone Monopoly. 
Until lately the German post office arrogated to itself 
the sole right of erecting or licensing private telephone 
installations, thus prohibiting the development ofa 
most convenient means of communication and exelad- 
ing legitimate industry from a branch which ought 
to be its domain. The well known telephone mann 
facturing company, Actien Gesellschaft Mix and Gen- 
est, Berlin, determined on principle, and in the iter- 
|ests of the telephone world at large, to try the point in 
a court of law. To this effect they brought an action 
against the German government (Reichsefiskus), claim- 
ing that: “It (the German post office) had no right to 
restrain or prohibit the plaintiffs to erect and main- 
tain private telephone installations (@) between build- 
ings belonging to the same landiord but situated at a 
distance from each other and separated by property of 
other land owners, or by public roads or otherwise; (d) 
between property belonging to different landlords, @. ¢ 
from one part of a city to another.” This claim was 
decided on July 10 in the Royal High Court of Justice 
(Konigliches Landgericht I) of Berlin entirely in favor 
of the plaintiffs, thus putting an end to a state of 
things which has lasted too long to the disadvantage 
of all those interested in this daily progressing in- 
dustry. 
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New Mexico Onyx, 

Mrs. L. J. Caldwell, of Chicago, is the sole owner of 
ricolite and green onyx quarries now being operated in 
western Grant County, New Mexico. This 1s one of the 
most remarkable discoveries. The stone has the form 
of true fissure vein fifty feet wide and over a wile in 
length, and it is taken out in massive blocks and taken 





to take. And while their hulls are low, the turrets, 
which are more exposed to hostile fire, have 11}¢ in. of 
modern armor, aided by their cylindrical shape. 
These vessels carry batteries that should make them 
formidable adversaries. Each will have four 10 in. 
rifled breechluaders, which, with a charge of 250 
pounds of powder, a muzzle velocity of 2,100 ft. per 
second, and a muzzle energy of more than 15,000 foot 
tons, will be able to perforate fully 21 in. of wronght 
iron at a distance of 1,000 yards. Three of the Mian- 
tonomoh’s guns are ready, and the fourth can soon he 
completed. 

The other double turret monitors are less advanced. 





to Chicago, where it is becoming very popular for house 
decoration, inside and outside. Th® stone is suscepti- 
ble of a very high polish, and of a variety of colors— 
dark green and cream, striped and mottled, also pink 
and salmon. In fact, it carries what are termed the 
“lost colors” in stone. It is very tough, is superior to 
Mexican onyx, and is the only stone of the kind in the 
world that can be carved. Contracts have been sigued 
to supply it tothe new Alhambra theater and hotel 
and other pnblie buildings in Chicago for decorative 
purposes. Mrs. Caldwell offers blocks of it to be used 
in the construction of the New Mexico exhibit pavilion 
at the world’s fair.—Stone. 
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‘Insertion therein of one hooked end of the 
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A DEVICE FOR MANIPULATING DOORS AND WINDOWS. 
A device which will serve to lock a door or window 
in place when opened or closed, and to move it into 


any desired position, is shown in the accompanying 
illustration, and has been patented by Mr. Emil Herz 
of No 657 East 157th Street, New York City. A verti- 
ca! shaft is wouuted to tury and slide in brackets, one 
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HERZ’S TRANSOM MANIPULATOR. 


above the other on the door easing, there being on the 
lower end of the shaft a handle, while at its upper end 
«san arm pivotally connected by a link with a bracket 
Un the under side of 


fastened to the door or win iow 

ihe arm, at the upper end of the vertical shaft, is a lug 
adapted to engage one of a series of notches arranged 
in the segment of a circle on top of the upper bracket, 


there being on the outer end of the bracket a stop to 
limit the movement of the arm. This arm has also, 


near its outer end, a series of boles for the 


link, the other hooked end thereof being in- 
serted in one of a number of holes in the 
bracket fastened to the door or window, for 
the proper adjustment of the device. To 
either open or close the door the operator 
pushes up on the handle, raising the vertical 
shaft a short distance, when it may be 
turned by the handle in the desired direc- 
tion, the lug on the under side of the arm at 
the top of the shaft coming to rest between 
notches on the upper bracket when the 
handle is released, thus holding the door or 
window in the position to which it bas been 
moved. 
en ie indi al = 
AN IMPROVED FUMIGATOR. 

A fuwigator for exterminating animals 
burrowing in the ground or living in holes 
is represented herewith, and has been pa- 
tented by Mr. Lee Russell, of Luling, Texas. 
it consists of a suitable receptacle mounted 
on legs and having a removable top, there 
being a removable fire box in the bottom 
of the receptacie. Directiy above the fire 
box is an inlet pipe, counected with bellows by a 
flexible tube, and from the opposite side leads a 
pipe opening into the top of a small vessel con 
taining water, a flexible tube from the latter vessel 
leading to the opening or hollow supposed to com- 
municate with the animal's nest. When sulphur is 
thrown on the burning feel, and the bellows started. 
the lid being placed on the main receptacle, the fumes 
are driven into the smaller vessel and thence to the 
animal's nest, any sparks passing off from the fire be- 
ing extinguished in the second vessel, thus removing 
any danger from fire to a building in which the appa- 
ratus may be used, the second vessel not being needed 
when the fumes are directed immediately into the 
ground. 
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Amidships Propelier. 

A trial trip of the Dhui Heartach, which has been 
altered and adapted to test the advantages to be gained 
by having the propeller amidships, instead of as hy the 
recognized method, viz., at the stern, was recently 
wade from Hartlepool to the Newcastle Quay. 
Although the vessel was quite light, not even ballasted, 
she behaved admirably. It was manifest that perfect 
contact with the water, under the ship, was at all times 
certain for the propellers, so that there was no racing 
or unequal strain upon the engines. In fact, whether 
rolling or pitching, the propellers were never visible, 
nor was the surface of the water directly over the pro- 
| pellers ever broken, and the manifest disturbance to 
| those who were on board was only that of a were bub- 
| bling round to the stern of the vessel. Therefore there 
| was no turbulence in the neighborhood of the rudder, 
|and steering was a mere pastime, the ship answering 
easily and quickly to her helm. The vessel is now io 
the Tyne, being further tried and examined. 

—aet- > ae _ — 
AN IMPROVED LAWN CLEANER. 

The illustration represents a machine designed to ef- 
fectually clear grass, leaves, etc., from lawns and simi- 
| lar places, and which will take up the grass cut by a 

lawn mower, leaving the lawn perfectly clear. It has 
been patented by Mr. Charles Bailey, of 6 Colony 8t., 
Winnepeg, Canada. The frame of the machine is pre- 
| ferably made of bar iron, and in its side bars, near the 
rear, is journaled a shaft on which the drive wheels are 
keyed. On this shaft, near one of the wheels, is loosely 
mounted a grooved pulley, having a toothed periphery 
contiguous to the drive wheel. This toothed periphery 
is engaged by pawls pivoted upon the drive wheel 
when the machine is moved forward, thus revolving 
the pulley, but when the machine is drawn backward 
the pawls slip over the teeth. Near the center of the 
frame is journaled a rake head, with teeth projecting 
at right angles from its sides, as shown in the smal! 
view, one end of the rake head having rigidly attached 
thereto a smal! pulley connected by a belt with the pul- 
ley on the drive wheel shaft. As the refuse is thrown 
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BAILEY’S LAWN CLEANER. 


upward by the rake when the machine advances, it is 
received in a box-like receptacle provided with a de 
tachable cover, this receptacle neatly fitting within the 
frame of the machine, and having a transverse bottom 
opening within which the rake revolves. When the 
box bas been filled with grass, leaves, etc., it may be 
lifted from the frame, the cover removed, its contents 
emptied, and the receptacle again replaced without 
trouble. 
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AN ERASER FOR USE ON BLACKBOARDS. 

The engraving shows asimple and inexpensive device 
for erasing chalk marks from blackboards, which has 
been patented by Mr. Joseph H. Thompson, of Wil- 
mington, Ohio, The facing of the eraser is made of 
strips of cloth or felt folded upon 
each other in elongated form, and 
having their upper edges glued toa 
flexible back of 
canvas, rubber or 
other suitable ma- 
terial, the ends of 
the backing being 
lapped to form 
eyes through 
which pass cross 
bars of the han- 
dle. The latter is 
made of spring 
wire, in such form 
as to make its 
sides elastic, and 
‘ on the top of the 
back is a rectan- 
gular wire frawe, 














[SEPTEMBER 20, 1890. 
— 
thus forming a spring back which readily gives to any 
pressure applied to the handle when the facing is 
rubbed on the blackboard. For further information 
address Thompson & Davis, Wilwiugton, Ohio. 
—_—_——__ —+ e+e 
IMPROVED STEAM BOILER. 

The illustration shows a boiler especially adapted for 

marine purposes, and designed to insure a perfect cir- 








CONEKIN’S STEAM BOILER. 


culation of the water and present a large heating sur- 
face. It hasan upper steam drum connected witha 
water drum bya large vertical tube at each end, on the 
sides of which are the fire boxes, the grate bars being 
a little above the middle of the lower drum, from which 
pipes extend horizontally under the grate bars and 
then upward on the outer sides of the fire box, to form 
coils constituting part of its top, and connecting with 
the lower part of the steam drum. A second series of 
pipes leads from the water drum upward on 
the inner sides of the fire boxes, and forms 
traneversely extending coils connecting with 
the steam drum ata slightly higher point, 
but below the water level in the steam druw; 
also, connecting the bottom of the steam 
drum with the top of the water drum, isa 
series of pipes each having transversely ex- 
tending bends atthe top of the fire boxes 
and under the coils extending from the side 
pipes. The feed pipes on each side of the 
casing extend inward to connect with a lon- 
gitudinal coil, the upper end of which con- 
nects with the large vertical tube at one 
end, while the other lower end of the coil 
connects with the opposite tube at the other 
end of the boiler. At the sides of the steam 
drum are longitudinal coils of pipe through 
which the steam is passed when taken from 
the upper part of the drum, that the steam 
may thus be superheated in passing to its 
destination. The heads of the water drum 
have manholes to facilitate the removal of 
sediment, and in one of the heads of the 
steam drum isa plug to permit the introduc- 
tion of a hose to clean the steam drum and 
the pipes leading therefrom to the water drum. By 
weans of this construction a complete circulation of 
cold water takes place from the steam drum downward 
through the large end tubes to the water drum, the 
heated water passing upward through the several series 
of pipes, where its temperature is rapidly raised by the 
heat generated in the fire boxes. 

For further information relative to this invention 
address the patentee, Mr. Dawson Conekin, No. 52 
Woodhull Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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AN exchange says that on the average, in frame dwell- 
ings, building hardware, porches, and piazzas should 
last 20 years; outside paint 5 and inside 7 years; shingles 
and outside blinds 16 years; cornice and base 40 vears; 
weather boards, doors, windows, stairs, newels, and in- 
side blinds 30 years; sheathing and dimension lumber 
50 years; sills aud first floor joists 25 years. 
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A REGISTER AND RECORDER FOR REVOLVING 
SHAFTS. 
Theillustration represents a mechanism, patented by 


| tripped by the lug with each revolution of such shaft, 
the lever having on its other end a sharp point or 
marker, D, normally held in contact with a strip of 


Mr. Solon M. Terry, of Pittsfield, Mass., for registering | paper on a recording drum. Upon the main vertical 


the number of revolutions of a shaft running any kind 


of machinery, and also for registering any tnequalities 
which may occur in the speed, recording also duration 





THE TERRY SPEED REGISTER AND RECORDER. 


of stop, the time of day and the day of the week when 
the irregularities or stoppage occurred. It is proba- 
ble that there are but few manufacturing concerns in 
the country which would not save money, and sowe of 
them very considerable amounts, by the use of a de- 
vice for the purposes accomplished by this mechanisin. 
At the present time competition in all industries is 
exceedingly close, and the manufacturer who does not 
look carefully after all the small wastes in his business 
has but little chance of success. The wastes 

occurring from running below speed, from irre- 


guiar speed, and from stoppages, where many a. ONE HOUR Two HOURS x 

hands are employed, are items that too often MON. | %%issm. sown. a5nam, | ea a See 
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escape proper attention, and in many cases the TUE. | I 

ewployers probably have no conception how oVarratvraregrererr a? et Ter t 

large a figure they make, while there are proba- WED. motto te tte te te tg gd eo 

bly few shops run with such regularity that the THU. | Bea? 

introduction of such a mechanism would not TTT aTT ATT aT TI vy ’ TUYTT LTT 

contribute to an increased efficiency. FRI. an due eeaeeuee eee eee wt a rT 

The registering mechanism, B, includes a SAT. BT SEe Sn ae 2 ; 

front and rear metallic disk, in which is jour- Le ee Cee ee ee ee ee ee ee 

naled a shaft carrying a large toothed wheel SUN. 

back of the rear disk, this wheel being adapted MON. } | eee ae wae Ee | a 

to mesh with a pinion, G, to be driven by the ee “a r 


drive shaft whose revolutions are to be recorded. 
This pinion is preferably on one end of a short 
flexible shaft, I, on the other end of which isa 
cap, K, to be tightened on the driving shaft. 
There are ten times as many teeth on the large toothed 
wheel as on the pinion, so that it requires ten revolu- 
tions of the drive shaft to turn the large wheel once. In 
the disks are journaled five other shafts, each having a 
pinion and intermeshing gear, so that the first shaft 
turns the second, the second turns the third, and so 
on up to the sixth, each shaft, by its complete revolu- 
tion, turning the following shaft only one-tenth ofa 
revolution. The outer ends of the shafts extend 
through their bearings in the outer disk, where their 
ends are tapered and a dial, B, is secured with six sepa- 
rate scales, or one for each shaft, an indicator hand 
being so secured by an adjustable cap to theend of 
each shaft as to rotate therewith, while it can be 
readily turned back, when it is desired to start the 
hands anew at O, bya firm pressure of the fingers. 
Upon one of the shafts is a lug, and on the main back 
plate is pivotally mounted a lever adapted to be 
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back plate of the registering mechanism is mounted a 
clock, A, the mainspring shaft of which is extended 
to the rear and carries a broadtvothed gear wheel 
adapted to give motion to the recording druw, C. This 
drum is designed to make two revolutions in twenty- 
four hours, and has a central longitudinal screw- 
threaded aperture, in which fits a screw arranged to 
give a lateral motion to the drum as it is rotated by 
the gear wheel on the mainspring ehaft of the clock, so 
that each succeeding row of marks or perforations 
made by the marker will be separate and distinct from 
the preceding row. Upon the periphery of the drum is 
removably secured a record strip, which preferably has 
the days, hours, and divisions of hours printed thereon 
for a whole week, as partly shown in the diagram, 
which is a sample of a record as made according to this 
invention between the hours of 1 and 8:30. The speed 
of the drive shaft at the time this record was made was 
200 revolutions per minute.and the absence of marks on 
the record at 2:20 Thursday indicates a stoppage of the 
shaft at that time. The clock employed in connection 
with this register is a superior eight-day marine move- 
ment,with a double spring, and when once adjusted in 
| the position it is to occupy, is designed to make an ab- 
|solutely perfect record, showing not only the times of 
regularly starting and stopping the machinery and all 
intervening stoppages, but the exact rateof speed for 
each portion of every hour during the week, whether 
this comes from great differences in the work done, or 
low or high pressure steam in a steam engine, or a va- 
riable flow of water in a water wheel plaut. The en- 
tire registering and recording mechanism, except its 
connection with the drive shaft, is inclosed in a sub- 
stantial case, the key to which may be kept by the fac- 
tory owner or superintendent. 

This device is manufactured by the Speed Register- 
ing Company, of Chicago, Lilinois, and is being placed 



























































DIAGRAM OF RECORD MADE BY THE TERRY SPEED REGISTER 


AND RECORDER. 


with manufacturers at a low rental, by Mr. 8. H. 
Pomeroy, general agent, Pittsfield, Mass. 
AN IMPROVED MECHANICAL MOVEMENT. 

A device for converting reciprocating into rotary 
motion, avoiding all dead centers, and designed to 
transmit power without any undue friction or lost 
motion, is shown in the accowpanying illustration. 
On the base plate is arranged a longitudinally extend- 
ing guideway, vertical plates from which support at 
their upper ends a second guideway, and in these ways 
slides a frame having heads at each end, the rod con- 
nected with the machinery furnishing the reciprocat- 
ing. motion being secured to one of the heads. Within 
the frame is an essentially rectangular opening, the 
bottom and top sides of which each have three rack 
teeth, while the inner ends thereof are centrally 
recessed, and have top and bottom shoulders. The 
top and bottom rack teeth are adapted to be alter- 
nately engaged on each forward and backward move- 
ment of the frame by the teeth of a segmental wheel 
secured on a transverse shaft, having a fiv wheel and 
the usual pulley connected with the machinery to be 
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AN IMPROVED SAFETY INDICATOR FOR ELEVATORS. 

The illustration represents a simple and practical 
device whereby the condition of the automatic safety 
attachments to a passenger ‘or freight elevator will be 
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ELEVATORS. 
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LYNN’S SAFETY INDICATOR FOR 


audibly manifested at every reciprocal movement of 
the elevator car. It has been patented by Mr, Joseph 
Lynn, of No. 275 Walnut Street, Holyoke, Mass. To 
the opposite side walls of the elevator shaft are secured 
toothed racks adapted to permit an upward sliding 
movement thereon of the toes of bell crank 
levers, while preventing any downward move- 
ment when such toes are brought into engage- 
ment with the teeth of the racks. These levers 
are pivoted at their corners upon depending 
bracket arms secured on the under side of the 
top cross bar of the car, their inner ends being 
lapped upon each other and longitudinally 
slotted where they have contact with and are 
loosely secured by a bolt to a central bracket 
block. This block at its lower end forms the 
support for a semi-elliptie leaf spring, the ends 
of which bear upon the lower surface of the 
cross bar. The elevator cable is secured to the 
upper end of the block, which slides up and 
down through the cross bar with the move- 
ment of the spring. The spring is compressed, 
as shown in the top view, when the elevator 
ear is suspended from the cable; but when the 
car is seated on the shaft bottom, the spring assumes 
the position shown in the main view, the toes on 











the crank arms being then projected outward, a 
position which the springs would likewise cause 
them to assume, and stop the dewnward move- 


ment of the car, in case of the breaking of the cable 
with the car suspended therefrom at any point in the 
shaft. To prevent accident from an inoperative or 
defective condition of the spring, an alarm or signal 
bell is provided, to be struck by a crank hammer ope- 
rated by a flexible connection with the block support 
ing the spring, so that each time the cable is slackened 
the downward movement of this block will eause the 
bell to be struck. Should the bell fail to sound on the 
ear reaching the bottom of the shaft, the absence of 
the signal would be an indication of a defect calling for 
immediate attention. It is evident that this safety 
indicator can be used in connection with any form of 
safety clutch besides the one shown in the illustration. 
—_________—_~+@+#-___ --— —. 
AN IMPROVED LIFTING TRUSS GIRDER, 

The illustration represents a contrivance by means 
of which it is possible to raise floors, ship decks, ete., 





driven. The small views represent the manner of con- 
tact of the teeth of the segmental 
wheel with the rack teeth and shoul- 
ders of the sliding frame at different 
positions of the reciprocating rod, 
whereby a continuous rotary motion 
is imparted to the transverse shaft. 

For further information relative to 
this invention address Mr. James Hay- 
ton, the patentee, No. 3 Mortison’s 
Avenue, Fifth South, between Second 
and Third East, Salt Lake City, Utah. 


26 
ooo 


Srr CHARLES PALMER says, thirty 
years ago, 7°47 men were employed in 
British steamers per 100 tons, whereas 
to-day the ratio is 288 men per 100 
tons. In 1850 the total of steam ton 
nage owned in Britain was 167,698 








HAYTON’S MECHANICAL MOVEMENT. 


tons, and last year 4,717,730 tons. 


which, through sagging, have dropped below their 
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proper level at or pear the middle, or it can be fastened 
underneath, on the side of, or above a joist, or on the 
side of a wall, and be made to bring an immense pres- 
sure to bear in any desired direction. In its construc- 
tion are employed horizontally extending stretchers, 
preferably made of steel or iron, and pivotally con- 
nected by vertical links, the latter being connected at 
their centers by transverse bolts. Extending obliquely 
between the stretchers are turn buckles which have 
bifureated end portions embraced between opposite 
ends of adjacent links at the points of connection be- 
tween the latter and the stretchers, as shown in the 
sectional view, the pivots extending not only through 
the end portions of the links, but through the bifur- 
cated portions of the turn buckles and through the 
stretchers. Comprised in the tarn buckles are screws 
having oppositely threaded portions, which extend in 
reverse directions and engage screw-threaded apertures 
in the bifurcated portions of the turn buckles, there 
being combined therewith central hand pieces, shown 
of octagonal form. By weans of the hand pieces the 
screws may be rotated to cause the bifurcated portions 
of the turn buckles to be moved nearer to or further 
the stretchers will be corre- 
spondingly bowed or curved. This lifting truss girder 
way also be wade with four stretchers, and can be 
made very strong and light, to suit any purpose. By 
manipulating the screws the girder can be bent both 
ways; if put sauder a floor that has sagged, the girder 
can be bent to fit, until properly fastened, and then by 
turning the screws in the opposite direction the floor 
will be brought to its proper level. After its proper 
wanipulation it may, if desired, be permanently left in 
place to uphold the flooring or whatever else it may be 








from each other, when 


applied to. 

For further information relative to the above inven- 
tion, address Mr. A. Olsen, the patentee, Ephraim, 
Utah Territory. 

——_- e+e —___—_—_—— 
A Selenece Theater. 


BY PROF. RUFUS 8B. RICHARDSON, PH.D. 


Gerinany is not generally looked upon as the land 
of novelties; but Berlin possesses one novelty so im- 
portant that it seems worthy of attention and descrip- 
tion. Every day one sees on each of the several thou- 
sand large wooden columns standing at almost every 
street corner, along with the other theater announce- 
ments, the following: ** Urania, in the Science Theater | 
( Wissenschaftliches Theater), at 8 P. M.; The Primeval | 
World.” or, on another day, *‘The Journey from the 
Earth to the Moon.” If one follows this standing invi- 
tation, he will see something interesting. If he chooses | 
the “‘ Journey to the Moon,” be will find that he has a/| 
popular lecture on astronomy actually put upon the | 











Ssiage 

ln the place of acturs, to be sure, one finds a oii 
reader or declaimer, who wounts a desk in front of the | 
curtain and gives the lecture to the audience; but all 
the scenic effects which the stage affords are called in 
to aid the lecture. After a short prologue on the pur- 
pose of the lecture, the curtain rises on a scene near 
Berlin on the worning of the last great eclipse of the 
sun, August 19, 1887. Morning twilight comes on. The 
world begins to stir in anticipation of the usual sun- 
rise, when lo! in the place of the usual sun, up comes 
a blood-red sickle, which soon disappears, and weird | 
lights appear around a black disk. Nature is shrouded 
in a veil worse than pitch darkness. Animals feel the 
terror which mea uninstracted to 'ook for such a phe- | 
nomenon used to feel. The tension is soon relieved by | 
the reappearance of the sickle reversed, and the grad- 
val passage into an everyday light. The lecture all | 
the while proceeds, explaining the cause of the strange 
, that the moon has come between | 








phenomenon ; @. ¢ 
the earth and the sun. Attention being thus fastened 
upon the moon, the spectators are made to approach 
that body by successive scenes. 


The next scene affords a look at the earth from a 


tific American. 


Sticen 


Returning to the earth with a comfortable ‘‘ home 
again” feeling, but with a new interest in all the ope- 
rations of our satellite, we have a magnificent scene in 
the High Alps, sunset, evening glow, and following 
eclipse of the moon, in which the disk is seen stil! dull 
red in the earth light, which we had already seen sur- 
rounding us when we witnessed from the moon the 
same occurrence, or what there appeared as an eclipse 
of the sun by the earth. 

Then comes the closing scene, a sunset in St. Paul, a 
voleanic island of the Indian Ocean, accompanied by a 
cow parison of the so-called volcanoes of the moon with 
those of the earth. The scene painter has exhausted 
his art to leave on the mind of the spectator an impres- 
sion of the glory and beauty of earth encircled by sea 
and sky and lighted by the glorious sun. The two 
hours’ instruction closed with an appeal to the feel- 
ings. The same chords are touched upon which great 
Nature plays in summer evenings when we have all felt 
more than we cap express. 

The other representation, ‘‘ The Primeval World,” a 
lecture on geology, is incomparably more effective in 
its seenie display. The twelve scenes present the 
world in its various conditions from primeval chaos 
down to the present, with the convulsions through 
which it passed. It would be tedious to catalogue each 
seene. Particularly grand is a ‘* Voleanic Outbreak of 
the Devonian Age,” which changes the whole face of 
nature. Impressive also are the *‘ Forest of the Car- 
boniferous Age” and a “ Jurassic Landscape,” with its 
giant lizards. When the eleventh scene presents the 
* Lake of Zurich,” with the morning sun rising upon a 
simple community of lake dwellers, one feels that the 
reign of monsters is over, and wants to rise and shout 
‘Hurrah for man!” But when a Mediterranean shore 
is introduced crowned with eloquent ruins, and pensive 
music fills the air, the feelings are toned down, and the 
spectators are sent home in somewhat of that quiet, 
thoughtful frame of mind in which the old Greek 
tragedy was supposed to leave them. 

The story of the origin of the Urania Institute, of 
which the theater is only one branch, is a very inter- 
esting one. Some years ago Professor Forster, the 
director of the Berlin Astronomical Observatory and a 











| professor in the university, was troubled by the great 


number of people, not students, who wished to look at 
the moon and other heavenly bodies through the 
observatory telescopes. It did not seem right to shut 
them out. Germans always have sympathy with one 
who *“‘ wants to know.” The observatory management 
proceeded in a patient German way to take applica- 
tions and to accommodate the applicants in order so 
far as possible. But the calendar became clogged with 
applications six months in advance. Professor Forster 
appealed to the government, the first and natural 
resort of a German, for an appropriation to set up 
telescopes in a separate building, to supply the evident 
demand. He failed to secure the appropriation. 

After this there gradually matured in his mind and 
the minds of several of his associates the idea of an 
iastitution of popular instruction, with not only tele- 
scopes but a great quantity of physical apparatus. 
Then came the thought of calling in that great auxili- 
ary, the stage. Thus what, as a benevolent enterprise 


| coufined to the simple scope of giving people a chance 
| to look through telescopes, was about to be abandoned 


for lack of funds now became a promising financial 
venture. A stock company was formed, and the result 
was the Urania. It has already been in operation a 
year, and has, I am told, paid eight per cent on the 
investment. Yet so strong is the feeling that an edu- 
cational institution of this sort should be supported by 
the State, that the proprietors still talk of having the 
government take it off their hands and give it an 
assured durability. 

The actuating motives of the projectors of the Urania 
were not wercenary. The movement was in spirit 
rather like that of the University Extension movement 


point of view in space at sowe distance from it. We) in England. These men felt that a good deal of the 
now see how the same eclipse appears from this point, | pleasure of the poorer people of Berlin was rather 
and see the shadow of the moon sweeping over a small | crass. To the minds of many, beer drinking has a 


area of the great revolving globe, moving eastward 


from Berlin over the Russian border, taking its course | 
between St. Petersburg and Moscow into Asia, where | 
In the! 


we leave itov the dropping of the curtain. 
next scene one sees an eclipse of the moon from a point 
in space where he beholds both earth and moon in 
their telative size, and sees the moon pass into the 
broad shadow of the earth. Thus by two successive 
stages one is brought nearer the moon, until he sees it 
as the most powerful telescopes present it. With the | 
mountains all spread out before the sight, a disquisi- | 
tion on the moon's surface is intelligible and impressive. 

Not to give every detail, one is at last introduced to 
The grandeur of that 
deat world is an impressive seene. Then comes a scene 
representing the moon by earth light, corresponding to 
our moonlight night, resolved into sunlight at the close 
of the seene, as the san rises wasting his glory on those 
desert fields. Then we are shown an eclipse of the sun 
as seen from the surface of the moon, or how things 
lovk there ou the occurrence of what we call an eclipse 
‘of the moon. 


the surface of the moon itself. 





‘proper limit, which has been widely overstepped in 
Germany. 

Then, again, the larger theaters, particularly the 
Royal Theater, supported by the government, though 
| powerful educational aids, could not reach the poor, 
who could not afford to buy tickets. The cheap thea- 
ter, on the other hand, furnished often cheap stuff, if 
not worse. Thus came the desire of a cheap theater 
which should at the same time be above reproach and 
yet be intereating. 

The institute is open from noon until 11 P.M. In 
the evening before the theatrical representation you 
|may see crowds of Germans who “ want to know” 
investigating microscopes, spectroscopes, phonographs, 
electric railways ; in fact, all sorts of electric and mag- 
netic apparatus, and other apparatus, a catalogue of 
which would be too long to give. Near each piece are 
“ Directions for Use,” and willing directors are also 
constantly moving about the rooms. The six large 
telescopes bave unfortupately been of little ase for 
most of the summer, as rain clouds hovered over Ber- 
lin, dropping rain every day for a month and a half 
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previous to July 14, giving a grim humor to the remark 
in the “ Journey to the Moon” that the view of the 
moon which is here vouchsafed is independent of the 
weather. It should have been remarked earlier that 
the eclipse of 1887 is here given as it ought to have 
been, and not as it actually presented itself. 

Occasionally in the place of the stage representation 
a regular lecture is given. Dr. Schultz-Hencke gives 
two lectures on photography on two consecutive eve- 
nings, with abundant apparatus and experiments on 
the stage. 

The characteristic feature and the drawing power of 
the institute is, however, its novel theater. The lec- 
tures that form the basis of the representations are 
aduiirably written by Dr. M. Wilhelm Meyer. But 
they are probably no better than Professor Young 
could write. In the Urania, however, they go in at 
the eye as well as at the ear. The scene painter and 
the declaimer are as important as the writer of the lec- 
ture, who intrusts his work to them, and does not 
appear before the audience. The one man who appears 
to be doing the whole thing is the actor or declaimer. 
This is Karl Bergmann, who was an actor of good 
standing, but who regards his present position as an 
important promotion. With a voice of admirable 
clearness and flexibility, he declaims the lecture as if it 
were his own, turning confidentially to the audience, 
using such phrases as ‘“‘ my respected hearers,” “I call 
your attention,” ete. If the role which he plays seems 
in this description of it insignificant, it is not so in fact. 
Many good scientific lectures arc spoiled by bad deliv- 
ery. The Urania avoids that rock by choosing a man 
who is a master of the art of delivery.—Zhe Inde- 


pendent. 
—— Oo 


Utilization of Fibers. 

A new mode of treating hemp, jute, and other fibers 
for making materials for the manufacture of tiles, slabs, 
cisterns, boats, and other articles or structures has 
been described in a patent specification by B. A. 
Weatherdon. The fibers are cut and boiled four to six 
hours in a strong solution of lime by steam at a pres- 
sure of from 20 pounds to 40 pounds to the square inch. 
After being thoroughly washed, the material is passed 
toa pulping machine, where it is treated with alum, 
about 7 pounds to 14 pounds to the ewt., and in some 
cases with animal size, and in others with vegetable or 
other oils. From the pulping machine it is run into 
receiving or storing tanks, fitted tor machinery for 
keeping the pulp in agitation, and while therein it can 
be dyed if required. Now, the pulp fiber is pumped 
into vats, and from thence into wire moulds, to be 
formed into slabs, blocks, ete., the liquor being ex- 
tracted by suitable pressure. The slabs, blocks, etc., 
are brought into the drying room, and when dry passed 
through solid steel rollers four to twelve times, steeped 
ina warw solution of alum, and again subjected to 
hydraulic pressure. Then they are brought intoa bath 
of vegetable or other oil for four to six hours, and 
again pressed and steam-rolled as many times as neces- 
sary. To finish the process they are dried in hot air, 
and in some cases passed through the rollers once more. 
‘Toads in Rocks, 

Many well authenticated stories of the finding of live 
toads and frogs in solid rock are on record, and that 
such things are possible was demonstrated here re- 
cently, when the workmen engaged in Varley & 
Everill’s lime rock quarry, north of the city, broke 
open a large piece of rock which had been biast- 
ed out, and a frog hopped out of a pocket in the cen- 
ter of the stone, says the Salt Lake Herald, Of course, 
the occurrence created a tremendous sensation among 
the workmen, and operations at the quarry were for 
the time suspended, and the movements of the frog 
were watched with great interest. The animal was 
somewhat smaller than the ordinary frog, and was per- 
fectly white. Its eyes were unusually large and very 
brilliant, but the frog was apparently blind. Where 
the mouth should have been there was only a line, and 
on the feet was a dark, horny substance. Mr. Everill at 
once took charge of the curiosity and put it ina tin can, 
but the frog died the next morning. He brought it 
down town, and it was examined with interest by a 
large number of people, and it was afterward present- 
ed to the museum, where it will be preserved in 


alcohol. 
—— et 


Artificial Sea Water. 

Professor Edward Perrier lately communicated to 
the French Academy of Sciences the results of some 
experiments made by him at the zoological laboratory 
of the Saint Cloud normal school, upon the use of arti- 
ficial sea water for the preservation of marine animals, 
and especially of oysters, in large aquariums. 

The solations employed have been reduced by him 
to the following formula for from 3 to 4 quarts : 


I< ca cnttncignchackkcetaseneeeess Uatace 81 grms. 
Salphite of magnesia... .... Pesdecceqncscsdescsedéqeoosce ala 
Chioride of magnesiam........ ....... eddcechdeblipens cece _ * 
Chioride of potassium......................006 066° se cee w? 


Daring the exposition, this solution gave as good 
results as natural sea water, with very much less ex- 


pense. 
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Burrowing Sea Urchins, 


To the Editor of the Scientific American: 

The inland waters between Vancouver Island and 
the mainland abound in marine life, especially with 
sea urchins, which are eaten by the Indians who live 
upon those waters. 

The sea urchin is frequently found in burrows, accom- 
panied by clams, cockles, crabs, oysters, ete. They en- 
ter the burrow while quite young, and as the mouth of 
the burrow is frequently quite small, they soon grow 
too large to get out, and they now conform to the 
shape of the burrow, instead of the burrow being en- 
larged by them. 

I have never seen a case where there were any indi- 
cations that the burrow had been enlarged a particle 
by the sea urchin. 

The burrows are made by aspecies of mollusk, which 
are found nowhere else than in those burrows, which 
are sometimes 4 inches deep in solid rock; commencing 
on the surface in contact with the water, the opening 
may not be larger than the head of a pin. It gradually 
increases in size until occasionally they are 144 inches 
in diameter. Nowmatter how many mollusks are in one 
piece of rock, they never interfere with their nearest 
neighbor. 

After the death of the mollusk, and as the action of 
the water on the rock wears it away and the openings 
become larger, these burrows form places of retreat for 
myriads of tiny creatures whenever danger is at hand. 

Lynn, Mass. q Dr. M. C. 8. 











A Census Problem, 


In the United States one hundred years ago the pro- 
portion of persons living in cities to those living in the 
country was as one to twenty-five. The recent census 
shows that the present proportion is one to three. 
This decrease in the rural population is general 
throughout the country, and has given rise to various 
theories touching the cause. It is an interesting ques- 
tion. Public attention is directed largely at present to 
social and economic problems, and their consideration 
is enlisting careful and earnest thought. It is not 
always possible to determine the reason from the re- 
sult, but consensus of intelligent opinion on any ques- 
tion aids in reaching a logical conclusion. 

The growing disproportion between the urban and 
the rural population of the United States may be at- 
tributed to a variety of causes. It has been accounted 
for by some of the most careful students of sociology 
upon the ground that the social instincts of men draw 
them together into communities and that the tendency 
to desert the farm and to seek homes in the towns and 
cities is due to the distaste for solitade which is com- 
mon to the human race. This will not entirely explain 
the phenomenon, although it is doubtless true that it 
is one of the motives which has helped to bring about 
the present conditions. Economic influences have also 
played an important part in causing the change which 
is so rapidly equalizing the census in the country and 
the cities. Labor-saving machinery makes it as easy 
uow for one man to produce a thousand bushels of 
wheat as it was formerly to produce one hundred 
bushels. The railroad has become the wagoner of 
the farmer, and the necessity of employing men to 
haul the prodacts of the soil to market has been prac- 
tically done away with. 

The packing houses now do the most of the butcher- 
ing for the farmers, the creameries make the butter 
which he consumes, the canning factory and evapor- 
ator work up his fruit, and thus in almost every di- 
rection the demand for labor has been curtailed and 
the work of the farm narrowed down. The vast pro- 
duction of agricultural machinery has drawn the young 
men from the farm to the manufacturing centers. The 
multiplication of schools and colleges has attracted 
the well-to-do farmers to the towns and cities to edu- 
cate their families. The decreased profits of agricul- 
ture have induced many people to abandon farming 
for more lucrative pursuits. The railroads have 
brought the rural population within easy touch of the 
world, and the city, which was once so remote, is now 
easily accessible, with all of its charms and attractions. 
These are among the reasons which are assigned for 
the exodus from the country to the city. Whatever 
may be the true cause of its decline, the spirit of con- 
tentment which once prevailed among the farmers no 
longer exists. Whether the old conditions of bappi- 
ness and prosperity which once made agriculture an 
inviting pursuit will ever return, is a problem which 
is yet to be solved, and it is a question which may well 
awaken serious concern. 

The brawn and the brain of this nation have come 
chiefly from the rural districts. The bone and sinew 
of the country is not derived, as a rule, from the 
great cities. The most illustrious names in American 
history are associated wich the farm. Washington, 
Jefferson, Webster, Clay, Lincoln, Grant, and a host 
of other great men who aided in shaping the desti- 
nies of the republic came from the country. The na- 
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tion cannot view with indifference the influences 
which may impair the source from which its most 
sturdy population, mentally and physically, has pro- 
ceeded. Is there any just ground for the fear that 
the movement from the country tothe towns will long 
maintain its present volume? Does not the logic of 
events point to an early reaction? The towns and 
cities cannot remain crowded beyond their capacity to 
afford a livelihood to their population. When that 
point is reached there must be a receding wave, and 
the movement of population will be in the other direc- 
tion. There is a basis for the belief that the equilib- 
rium will be restored by the law which makes agricul- 
ture the essential sotirce of prosperity and the founda- 
tion upon which the commercial interests of the coun- 
try rest.—Kansas City Star. 
The Process of Fulling. 
BY FINISHER, 

The first operation in the wet finishing of a piece of 
woolen goods is known as fulling. Before the cloth is 
ready for the fulling mills it must have undergone the 
two preparatory steps of dry finishing, burling and 
mending. Then, before the fulling proper takes place, 
one thing more remains to be done, the great benefits of 
which are constantly becoming more fully recognized. 
This step consists in the sewing or tacking together of 
the selvedges of the piece, before it is run into the mill. 
There is more than one good reason why this is a wise 
course, and the careful finisher should take them all 
into account before he condemns the plan as useless. 
Since the piece is always turned with the face of the 
cloth inside, no flocks can come in direct contact with 
the face of the goods. This isan advantage of no small 
moment, especially upon light-colored fabrics. Fur- 
ther than this, the soap which is used in fulling is not 
so likely to strike the face of the cloth sooner in one 
place than in another, and thus give rise to uneven 
fulling. Again, since the sides are double and of the 
same thickness as the center of the piece, they will re- 
ceive the same amount of pressure and friction, and 
for this reason full more exactly like the middie of the 
piece than they otherwise could. Last of all, when 
the selvedges are thus tacked together with the face of 
the cloth inside, this face cannot rub and chafe against 
the sides or rollers of the mill. We are now ready for 
the fulling process, which has been called the mother 
of finishing. . 

There is probably no one operation in the whole 
range of woolen finishing that exervises such an im- 
portant bearing on the appearance and value of the 
finished fabric. It is in this process that the first great 
change takes place which lays the foundation for all 
the after-work of the department. Hence it is that if, 
through ignorance, carelessness or neglect, this founda- 
tion be faulty or imperfect, nothing that the finisher 
can possibly do afterward will serve to avoid the most 
disastrous results. 

The fulling process, together with a knowledge of 
its application and effects, dates as far back as we have 
any information whatever concerning textile manu- 
facture. And it is a fact that there has never been 
a people, civilized or savage, who has used sheep's 
wool in the making of textile fabrics but has both 
appreciated and utilized its wonderful properties. 
Further, we might say that like all operations which 
are indispensable, the means and appliances for its use 
have continually changed and improved. 

What, then, is the aim of the fulling process? We 
would say that the aim of this process is to so entwine 
the fibers of the yarn that has been woven into the 
form of cloth that whereas they once lay loosely beside 
each other in the unfulled fabric, they may after full- 
ing become more compact and uniform, presenting a 
firm, smooth and even surface for the after- processes of 
wet and dry finishing. The fiber must possess certain 
essential properties before it can possibly undergo this 
process. The most important of these is that known 
as the felting or fulling property, which is developed 
to its most perfect degree in fine merino wools. The 
nearer to the nature and properties of ordinary hair 
any grade of wool approaches, the less of this essential 
does it possess. 

The three artificial means which are always neces- 
sary in the operation of fulling are heat, moisture and 
friction. Soap is used in fulling, because wool from 
its very nature cannot sustain the required friction 
without the aid of moisture. The machine which pro- 
duces the friction, and retains the heat thus generated, 
and the soap which produces the moisture, are the 
three agents employed in the art of fulling as it is prac- 
ticed the world over. 

Falling wills and machines, although of several dif- 
ferent styles, are all applications of the sume general 
principles. First, we find the old-fashioned fulling 
stocks or hammers. These we speak of as old-fashioned, 
not because they are out of date and useless, but 
simply for the reason that they have been superseded 
by wore modern contrivances which do quicker and 
generally better work. But there are some styles of 
finish which cannot be obtained in any way except by 
the use of the stocks. There is a soft woolen fabric, 
wuch in vogue for the past few seasons, wade in imi- 
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tation of the Scotch cheviot, which can be finished in 
no other way. Three-quarters of an hour in the stocks 
with plenty of soap brings our goods out with a feel 
and a body which cannot be produced in the rotary 
fuliing will. Wecannot say then that the stocks are 
entirely useless when we pronounce them old-fashioned. 

The first decided improvement on this machine was 
the narrow rotary or German fulling mill. This mill 
was meant to full only one piece at a time, and is usec 
to-day wore for fulling heavy overcoatings and blan- 
ketings than for the finer grades of cloth. 

Then, last of all, there is the improved broad rotary 
mill, which is made so that two, three or even four 
pieces may be fulled on the one roller at the same 
time. These are, indeed, a marked improvement on 
the machines above mentioned, and yet even the 
broad rotary possesses disadvantages which cannot be 
overlooked. One of these liesin the fact that owing 
to their size they but imperfectly retain the heat gen- 
erated by the friction. This heat is an absolute essen- 
tial to the success of the operation, and if lost in any 
way, must be supplied and maintained by outside 
mneans. 

Now, when our piece with the selvedges sewed on to- 
gether is ready for the fuller, it is run into the will, aud 
the two ends are carefully stitched across. Then it is 
well to allow the piece to run for a few minates dry 
before applying the soap, and afterward the soap is 
poured on gradually and evenly over the whole length 
of the piece. The manner of applying the soap, and 
the amount of it used, are two important points to be 
noted in the successful operation. If too much soap 
is used, the cloth is apt to be clammy and disagreeable; 
if too little, then it will be spongy and imperfect ; if 
more soap is applied in one part of the piece than in 
another, the fabric will full unevenly, and if the soap is 
too strong or too hot, this, along with the heat and 
friction of the mill, will seriously affect not only the 
color, but the life and durability of the fibers them- 
selves. 

As to the best means of soaping, the soaping machine 
doubtless takes the lead, but where such is not at the 
disposal of the fuller, an ordinary tia pail with half 
inch spout will answer every purpose. By this means 
a small gradual stream of tive liquid soap can be slowly 
directed against the cloth, and even distribution at 
once effected. In the application of the soap all 
depends upon evenness in the distribution, and if this 
is not obtained, there will surely be unsatisfactory 
results in the finished eloth. As to the amount of soap 
necessary, it will be best to bear in mind two or three 
facts. The amount of felting the piece is to receive, 
the time required to full, and the kind of stoek there 
is in the fabric, all have an important bearing upon 
this matter. Teo little soap or short stock, or soap not 
rich enough for the friction and time required for full- 
ing, will be sure to lead to unending trouble. 

The goods will never begin to full until they become 
worn. But when the heat is once generated, then it is 
all important that it be kept as uniform as possible. 
If at all practicable, great fluctuations in the temper- 
ature of the mill must not be allowed. It is not pos- 
sible, however, to give the exact standard at which the 
temperature of the mill should be kept. This would 
naturally vary with the kind of goods in hand, Ex- 
perience is the best teacher. The idea of hanging a 
small thermometer inside the miil as a guide in keep 
ing the temperature regular and sufficiently high is by 
no means a bad one, and may be practiced with success, 

The troubles which come up in the fulling process 
and the means of overcoming them will be discussed in 
a later paper.—Manufacturers’ Gazette. 
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Plants as Reagents, 

From the results given it appears that by meaus of 
beer yeast it is possible to recognize the presence 
of 0.0005 grm. of phosphate in 1 liter of water, which 
corresponds to 5-10,000,000ths of the weight of the 
liquid. But agricultural plants are also reagents of an 
extreme delicacy and accuracy. The author gives as 
an example the sugar cane, the dominant food of which 
is calcium phosphate. With the complete manure the 
cane gives a harvest of 57,000 kilos. per hectare. If 
we omit the phosphate, the yield is only 15,000 kilos. 
Hence 600 kilos. superphosphate, containing 90 kilos. 
phosphoric acid, determine an excess of crop of 42,000 
kilos. per hectare, which represents 70 times the weight 
of the phosphate and 466 times the weight of the phos- 
phoric acid. If referred to the 4,000,000 kilos. of vege- 
table soil covering the surface of a hectare, the phos- 
phate represents less than 1-6,000th part of the weight 
of the soil, and the phosphoric acid less than 1-40,000th 
The author hopes to fix the limits of this method.— 
Georges Ville. 
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Remedy for Roaches, 
Take three pounds of oatmeal, or meal of Indian 
corn, and mix it with a pound of white lead ; moisten 
with treacle so as to form a good paste, and put a por- 
tion down at night in the infested building. Repeat 
for a few nights alternately, and in the morning re- 





move the paste and the corpses to a convenient place, 
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RECENT IMPROVEMENTS IN THE PNEUMATIC 
DYNAMITE GUN 


(Continued from first page.) 


The loading and firing mechanism is arranged on the 
interlocking plan, so that the different operations must 
succeed each other in their regular order, thus not 
only insuring safety to the gun and its operators, but 
saving a great deal of valuable time. 

Tha gun now appears complete in all its details. It 
ie a fine example of mechanical engineering, which 
reflects credit on both the designer of the gun and its 
It is eo well proportioned as to render it 
difficult to realize its true dimensions. Its length is 
fifty feet. Its total weight is forty tons. The total 
weight of the fal! caliber projectile is 1,000 pounds, the 


promoters. 


explosive charge alone weighing 500 pounds. 
The range of the gun at 35° elevation with 
the large projectile is 2,400 yards; with a ten 
inch subealiber projectile weighing 500 Ib. it 
ia 4,400 yards, 
projectile weighing 340 Ib. the range is 5,000 
yards; and with a six inch subcaliber projec- 
tile weighing 240 |b. the range is 6,000 yards. 
The weight of the explosive charges in the 
sabealiber projectiles named would be re- 
spectively 200 ib., 100 Ib., and 50 Ib. 

The firing pressure is maintained in the 
reservoirs at 1,000 lb. per square inch. This 
pressure is kept up by a supply from stor- 
age reservoirs containing air under a pres- 
Up to the 


with an eight inch subcaliber 


sure of 2,000 ib. per square inch 
present time heavy wrought iron tubing has 
been used in the construction of the storage 
and firing reservoirs, but cast steel spherical 
reservoirs of six feet diameter are to be used 
in future in liea of the tabes, thereby reduc 
ing the namber of joints and the liability 
to leakage 

The gun herewith illustrated is one of six 
which have recently been bailt at the works 
of the West Point Foundry Company, at 
Cold N. Y., which have been sold by the 


Pneumatic Dynamite Gan Company to the English 


Spring, 
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Manufacture of Vermilion by Electrolysis. 

In a wooden vat, one meter in diameter and two 
meters deep, circular plates 15 centimeters wide are 
placed against the sides, and on these the mercury is 
exposed, one centimeter deep. 
nected with the positive poles of a dynamo. At the 
bottom of the vat is a sheet of copper electro-plated 
with iron, and connected with the negative pole. The 
vat is filled with a solution of 8 per cent of nitrate of 
ammonia and 8 per cent of nitrate of soda. A worm, 
pierced with holes, supplies a constant and regulated 
current of sulpharie acid ; the excess of gas escapes by 
a tube projecting from the lid. A screw agitator keeps 
up a thorough mixture in ali parts of the liquid. When 
the current passes, it immediately forms a precipitate 
of red saiphide of mercury. Attempts have been made 
to current of sulpharie acid by 
making up the bath with : Water, 100 liters; nitrate of 
nitrate of soda, 8 kilos ; sulphide of 
Under these conditions 


dispense with the 


los ; 
sulphur, 8 kilos. 


ammonia, 5 K! 
soda, 8 kilos ; 
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one need only add sulphar and mercury to extract at 
the end of the operation vermilion which rivals that 
whieh can be obtained by sulpbate of ammonia. 
-~—<> +9 »___ 
Local Interesta Improved by Electricity. 

Eleetricity is doing more for the country towns, says 
the Pittsburg Dispatch. that all other agencies com- 
bined. It is lighting villages that would otherwise be 
groping in the dark, for gas corporations do not set- 
tle in such places. The game is not big enough. But 
the greatest thing electricity is doing for the emall 
towns is the running of the streetcars. This has given 
them a forward impetus that has been of immense 
benefit to all of their business interests. A great deal 
of the vim and push seen in Western Pennsylvania 
towns is due to electricity. 








The New Deep Water Pass at Corpus Christi. 


Between Corpus Christi Bay aod the Gulf of Mexico 
there is a narrow island, called Mustang Island, which 
is about twenty miles long. At the northern end of 
this island is Aransas Pass, separating it from St. 
Joseph's Island. This pass has 30 feet of water in its 
main channel, but there is only 8 feet over the bar, 
which limits the draught of vessels which can now go 
to Corpus Christi. At the southern end is Corpus 
Christi pass, now very shallow and of no importance. 

It isa peculiarity of all the passes on the Gulf of 
Mexico that they tend to move to the southward, by 
cutting away the north end of the isiands adjoining 
them and building up the south end After they have 
worked themselves south of the bays for whicb nature 
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| had made them as an outlet, they choke up more and 
more until some great storm comes, which breaks out 
}a deep pass again directly in front of the bay, where 
| the pass had been once before. Then the new pass 
begins again its slow march to the south, history again 
repeating itself. 
Aransas Pass, the present entrance to Corpus Christi, 
|has thas been moving southward for years. To pre- 


These plates are con-/| vent its further progress, the government has been en- 


| gaged in placing a stone revetment on the northern 
end of Mustang Island, but it is slow work, and after it 
is completed there remains the construction of a chan- 
nel through the bay to Corpus Christi. The present 
channel, a narrow and tortuous one, extends around 
the east, north and west sides of Harbor Island. 

Colonel Ropes, in studying the question of the move- 
ment of the passes, came to the conclusion that prob- 
ably the time is not distant when nature would repeat 
herself and break out a new deep pass opposite the 
center of Corpus Christi Bay. 

He resolved to anticipate nature, and cut the new 
pass himself. His engineers examined the ground and 
the bay earefully in order to locate the new pass where 
the old channel of the Corpus Christi pass once had 
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been, and where, therefore, the deepest channel could 
in future be maintained. That spot was found di- 
rectly opposite the deepest water in Corpus Christi 
Bay. It was also where the lowest points of land are 
found on Mustang Island, and also where deep water 
in the Gulf comes nearest the shore. 

Work has been commenced on the new pass, to be 
called Ropes Pass,-and a steam dredge has been at 
work cutting a channel through the island, night and 
day, for the past two months. 

The distance across the Mustang Island at Ropes 
Pass is about two miles. It is intended to ultimately 
make the cut 1,000 feet wide, and to place a revet- 
ment upon the southern bank of it to prevent the bank 
moving southward. A jetty also is projected to be run 
out into the Gulf from one or both banks, 
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Mustang Island differs from most of the islands 
along the Gulf coast in being composed of high cliffs 
and banks reaching forty or fifty feet above the level 
of the Gulf. It is, therefore, high and dry above 
storm tides. Advantage is to be taken of this fact to 
locate the deep water docks in the pass itself, instead 
of at the city of Corpus Christi, twenty miles distant. 
A terminal railroad will be built from the city to the 
docks. At the point where it crosses from the wain- 
land to the island the water in Laguna Madre, shown 
on the map, is only 14¢ feet deep, so that the railroad 
presents no engineering difficulty. 

Corpus Christi is now the terminus of two railroads, 
the San Antonio & Aransas Pass, leading to the north- 





west, and the Mexican Central, leading westward to 
Laredo, and thence to the city of Mexico. 
It is the terminus also of the Corpus Christi 
& South America Railroad, which is now 
under construction from Corpus Christi to 
Brownsville, 150 miles due south on the 
Mexican border. Railroads are also pro- 
jected westward to Eagle Pass, Texas, to 
eonnect with the Southern Pacific. and to 
Topolobampo, Mexico, on the Gulf of Cali- 
fornia. 

When deep water is secured through 
Ropes Pass, and proper dock facilities are 
provided, these railroads will be connected 
by means of the terminal railroad with Port 
Ropes, which will then become an important 
seaport, Corpus Christi and ‘“ The Cliffs” 
adjoining it remaining as the most desir- 
able places for residence and general busi- 
ness. 

The boldness of the project of Col. Ropes 
in cutting through two miles of island, and 
neglecting Aransas Pass, will command the 
attention of all engineers interested in har- 
bor improvements. Should he succeed in 
it, the future city of Port Ropes will be a 
grand monument to his sagacity and enter- 
prise.—Hng. and Min. Jour. 

0 
Granite Composition, 

A new composition is now made from finely crushed 
granite, and which when formed into shapes by mould- 
ing, and afterward burned and hardened, is to all ap- 
pearances as hard and strong and durable as the solid 
stone itself, which it also closely resembles, It is claimed 
by those who have brought forward this process that 
all kinds of ornaments for architectural purposes, such 
as window caps or sills, cornices, freizes and all other 
articles of this nature, can be moulded to accurate 
shapes and forms, and wmwanufactured by this process 
at one-tenth the cost of cutting the same out of solid 
rock. They can also be vitrified so that they take on 
apermanent gloss as fine as polished granite, and at 
a mere fraction of its cost. The composition follows 
closely the color and texture of the stene from which it 
is made, Roxbury granite making a light colored block, 
Quincy granite a darker one, and soon. The compo- 
sition can be produced from waste stone, of course, as 
well as any, and the process is applicable to other stones 
as well as granite, the stone, of whatever description, 





being first crushed in astone crusher, and afterward 
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more finely powdered by passing between iron rollers. 
—Manu/facturers’ Gazette. 
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Artificial Phenic Acid. 

M. De Luynes presented recently to the Societe 
Nationale d’Encouragewment pour |’Industrie, on behalf 
_of M. Reines, specimens of synthetic phenic acid pre- 
pared at Neuville-sur-Saone at the branch works of the 
| Baden Aniline Company. This acid is quite colorless ; 
it melts at 41°, boils at 178°, and yields limpid sola- 
tions. Its slight odor differs from that of the purest 
phenols of commerce. On account of its properties 
and its low price it is likely to supersede ordinary 
phenol in its applications to medicine, to the preserva- 
tion of putrescible articles, and in the manufacture of 
hcemical products. 
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DAISIES AND THISTLES PROSCRIBED BY LAW. 

To an adwirer of the fine descriptions of daisies which 
have been the result of their cultivation, itseems diffi- 
cult to appreciate that they are only varieties of the 
toc common whiteweed filling so wany meadows and 
pastures throughout most of the Northern States, very 
difficult to eradicate, extremely wasteful of the land, 
and a great pest of the farmer. Yet such is so certainly 
the fact that both white and yellow daisies have been 
prohibited by law in at least two of the States—New 
York and Wisconsin—and in Canada, being placed ona 
par with the thistle as noxious and mischievous weeds, 
[he New York statute says that both daisies and this- 
tles shall be cut down twice a year along the lines of 
all canals and railroads, and on lands bordering the 
publie highways, in June and July and in August and 
September, and in certain cases they may be cut down 
by any one at the expense of any corporation on whose 
lands they are found 

Our illustration represents varieties of the white and 
yellow daisy and of the common and Canada thistle. 


The daisies shown are larger and somewhat different | It is a well known fact that in certain Diurnal Lepi- | 


from those bearing the cut-toothed 
and slightly pinnatifid leaves be- 
low and the naked summit with 
the showy head, which are the 
most commonly found throughout 
the country ; but they are all of the 
same family, the size and luxuri- 
ance of the plant being much affect- 
ed by the nature of the soil in which 
it grows. In many of the fields in 
the vicinity of New York and 
throughout the States of New York 
and New Jersey the grass will often 
be white or yellow, as the case may 
be, with these daisies, which means 
the great injury of any crop sought 
to be raised on such ground. They 
are not eaten by any kind of stock, 
and cattle avoid hay in which they 
are found, while they propagate 
themselves so rapidly that it is very 
difficult to eradicate them. One of 
the most highly recommended 
among insect powders recently in- 
troduced, commonly known as bu- 
hach, is made from pyrethrum, 
which is only a name of one of the 
varieties of the daisy. 

Of the thistle there are about 
thirty species found in the United 
States, the two kinds shown being 
found almost every where, and being 
the most annoying of weeds. The 
common species, often called the 
bull thistle, has large leaves with 
their bases prolonged downward 
upon the stem as a spiny, lobed 
wing, prickly on the upper surface 
and having cobwebby hairs below. 
In rich soil its stems grow to three 
or four feet high, and present a very 
formidable appearance, though in 
reality it is easily destroyed. The 
Canada or perennial thistle is the 
Seotch national emblem, and is 
known in Europe as the creeping 
thistle. It spreads rapidly and ex- 
tensively by its long creeping root- 
stocks, sending to the surface nu- 
merous stems, two to three feet 
high. The handsomely cut leaves 
are smooth or slightly woolly below, 
and very prickly on the margin, 
with slender spines. The male 
heads have more conspicuous flow- 
ers than the female heads. This plant has long been 
regarded as one of the worst pests of farmers, its deep 
roots, below the reach of the plow, and its abundant 
seeds, furnishing it with ample means for spreading, 
although, like other perennial weeds, it yields to fre- 
quent and persistent mowing. 
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A Dynamite Shell Bursts a Twelve Ton Gun. 


Dr. Justin, of Syracuse, N. Y., made a third unsue- 
cessful attempt to fire a dynamite shell of his con- 
struction, by the use of a powder firing charge, on 
August 26. The gun was a twelve foot rifled barrel, 
with anine inch bore,and weighed twelve tons. It had 
been previously tested with forty-five pounds of can- 
non powder bebind a shell weighing 375 pounds. One 
shell weighing 295 pounds, and said to contain four- 
teen and a quarter pounds of dynamite, was fired with 
entire success, thirty pounds of powder being used to 
project it, but on a second attempt being made, with 
4 similar shell and charge, the gun was blown to pieces, 
which were scattered over a wide area, a uamber of 
the spectators narrowly eseaping. Dr. Justin’s shell 
has an inner brass magazine holding the dynamite, in- 
closed within a shell of steel, there being an air space 
between them. 
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Natural History Notes, 

Ornithophilous Flowers.—Mr. G. F. Scott-Elliot, in 
papers recently contributed to the Annals of Botany, 
gives some interesting particulars regarding the pol- 
lination of flowers by the agency of birds, chiefly in 
South Africa. The birds that are most effective for 
this purpose are the sun birds (Cinnyrida@), the species 
which were observed most frequently to visit flowers 
being Nectarinia chalybea and bicollaris and Pro- 
merops caper. Those birds have the same habit as the 
honey bees and Bombydez of not mixing their honey, 
that isto say, onthe same flight they confine their 
visits entirely, or nearly so, to the same species of 
flowers—a habit obviously of the greatest importance 
in securing the pollination of the stigma by pollen from 
another flower of the same kind. The majority of the 
ornithophilous flowers of South Africa are colored ex- 
actly the same (of an unusual shade of red) as the 
breasts of the species of Cinnyris, a fact previously 
noticed by both Darwin and Wallace. 
| Dimorphic Females of Butterflies.—Insect Life says : 
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DAISIES AND THISTLES. 


doptera the male sex is constant in coloration while 
the female appears in two forms, one being similar in 
coloration to the male, the other considerably differ- 
ent therefrom. An instance of this class is our Papilio- 
turnus. In other cases of female dimorphism the form 
resembling the male is wanting, as is the case in our 
Argynnis Diana. Mr. Charles Oberthur now advances 
the question (Ann. Soc. Ent. France, 1889, Buil., p. 
eexxxv) whether in this latter case the form correspond- 
ing in coloration with the male should not always exist. 
He believes that in these polymorphic species the origi- 
nal form of female was of the same coloration as the 
male, and the aberrant form developed subsequently 
and gradually. Asa proof of this hypothesis he com- 
municates an interesting recent discovery. Argynnis 
niphe is an old and common species enjoying a re- 
markably extended range, since it occurs in Abyssinia, 
India, China, on the Philippine Islands, and Java. 
From all these widely distant localities the female of 
this species was hitherto known only in a form strik- 
ingly different from the male. Quite recently, how- 
ever, Mr. Oberthur received from a place in southern 
Hindostan bearing the attractive name of Trichino- 
polis specimens which prove that in this particular lo- 
eality the female of A. niphe differs no more from the 
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Mr. Oberthur’s hypothesis hold true in all cases, and 
should we really expect to find in our A. diana 
females which correspond in coloration with the male? 

The Moulting of Spiders.—When a spider is prepar- 
ing to moult, it stops eating for several days, and fas- 
tens itself by a short line of web to one of the main 
lines of its snare, which holds it firmly while it pro 
ceeds to undress. The skin cracks all around the 
thorax, and is held only by the front edges. Next the 
abdomen is uncovered. Now comes the struggle to free 
thelegs. It works and kicks vigorously, and seems to 
have very hard work. But continued perseverance for 
about fifteen minutes brings it out of the old dress, 
and it seems almost lifeless, and is limp and helpless 
for several minutes, but gradually comes back to life, 
and looks brighter and prettier than before. 

Parthenogenesis in the Fig.—Dr. D. D. Cunningham, 
of the Indian medical service, has published a remark- 
able treatise on the production of the fruit of Ficus 
| Roxburghii, Wall. The species is diwcious. The male 
receptacles or figs contain perfect male flowers with 
pollen, together with atrophied or imperfect female 
or “gall flowers,” which never pro- 
duce seed. Within the ovary of 
these gall flowers an insect, usually 
a species of Hupristis, lays its eggs, 
and there they develop into perfect 
insects. The female figs contain 
perfect female flowersy producing 
fertile seeds, the insect never laying 
its eggsintheirovary. The ostiole, 
or opening, of both the male and 
female figs is so obstructed by a 
covering of bracts that the recepta- 
cle is an almost completely closed 
chamber. The perfect development 
of both the male and female flow- 
ers is, however, dependent on the 
access of the “ fig insect” to the in 
terior of the cavity, without which 
neither of them would attain a 
functional condition. But, al- 
though the development of the em- 
bryo in the female figs is essentially 
connected with this access of in- 
sects, Dr. Cunningham believes that 
it is not brought about by the in- 
troduction of pollen through their 
agency. 

The almost entire closure of the 
ostiole by bracts presents a nearly 
insuperable obstacie to the intro- 
duction into the female figs of a 
quantity of pollen sufficiently large 
to impregnate every one of the ex- 
ceedingly numerous ovules by a 
separate pollen grain; and he was 
able to detect but very few pollen 
grains within the female figs. Al- 
though it is possible that in some 
instances normal pollination may 
occur, Dr. Cunningham asserts that 
the embryo is ordinarily formed 
without any act of fertilization, and 
that it arises as an outcrowth of the 
parenchyme of the muceilus outside 
the embryo sac. Up to the period 
of the access of the insects, and of 
the initial development of the em- 
bryo, the embryo sac retains the 
character of a simple uninucleate 
cell, with no oosphere, synergide, 
or antipodal vesicles. The fuli de- 
velopment of both male and female 
flowers appears to be dependent 
simply on hypertrophy of the tis- 
sues of the receptacle, resulting 
from stimulation caused by the visits of the fig insects. 
This stimulation is brought about in the male figs by 
the insect laying its eggs within the ovary of the gal! 
flowers. In the female flowers they attempt persist- 
ently to do the same, but these attempts are frustrated 
by the much greater strength and thicknese of the 
ovary wall, and a similar stimulation is the result. 
The treatise is illustrated by five fine folio plates. 

Destruction of the Kangaroo.—This interesting race 
is on the point of disappearing, and, according to the 
opinion of men capable of judging, there will soon be 
no longer a single kangaroo in existence if « stop is not 
put to the indiscriminate slaughter of the animals. 
Mr. R. G. Salomon, one of the most extensive of Ameri- 
can tanners, and one of the principal importers of kan- 
garoo skins, proposes that any one who kills a kanga- 
roo whose skin weighs less than ten or twelve pounds 
shall be punished severely. Severe measures have 
already been taken in Australia and Tasmania, and it 
is forbidden in these countries to kill the animal be- 
tween the Ist of January and the Ist of May. 
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To infringe a patent it is not necessary that the 
thing patented should be adopted in every particular. 
If the patent is adopted substantialiy by the defend- 





male than in most other species of Argynnis. Does 


ants, they are guilty of infringement. 
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(Saw Maus Gazserrs.) 
Mow te Manage « Steam Eagine. 
A PRIZE ARTICLE 


a” BOD. 
We will assume that a man is wanted to take charge 


of an engine and boiler, and I am the lacky applicant. 


BOCES TR! 


The boiler in question is the horizontal type, set in 
brick work, fire under sbell and return through tabes to 
-himney : size, say forty-two inches diameter of shell, 


og. The engine is a common horizontal, 
le valve, size twelve by twenty. Before doing 
a the way of work. I would make carefal 


twelve feet 


[MAIN Stl 


anything 

exam/[pation of boiler. I woald test the try-cocks, see 
that they are all free to work, also the glass water 
gange Then I would open the flue door and notice 
bow high above the top row of tabes the lowest try- 
cock ia. This will be of valae, as the boiler feed might 
bother some time, and I would know how low I could 


carry water and If I were to place the try- 
cocks, I would bave four inches of water between the 
the lowest try-cock. I would also examine 
the safety valve and see that it worked freely. If it is 
e,.1 would expect to find a backetfal of 
iron paileys, and all the 
I have seen just 


* 
be sate 


tabes and 


a leaky Yair 


stone aleo one or twe 


° iror 


spare wrenches hanging on the lever. 


what I bave mentioned ; rather than grind in the valve 
tightly. all the safety is taken away from the valve by 
jawmwing wo with beavy weights. I would find 
the blow-off, and by all means I would see what I had 
for a botier supply 

] Ged it rather bard to examine a boiler, with all its 


valves and conuections aod joints, if it has been used 
An inspector 
nts from the man in charge, and this ren- 
The very first chance I got 


soure time. unless some steam is raised 
gets bis p> 


ders bis task moch easier 


1 woald examine the inside of the boiler. I would 
ypen the manhole (on the top of the boiler usually) and 
take out the hand pilates; one can be found by open- 
img the flue door at the front. Some boilers havea 
plate at the back also. With a light hammer and 


lie I would go inside the boiler to examine it. I 
would look for broken and loose stays; these run from 
the head above the tubes, diagonally toshell. [ would 
see that the pins holding their ends were all in place, 
and by hitting them with a hammer I could tell by the 
sound if any were broken. I would notice how much 
dirt and seale were on the tabes, and then I would 
know what I hadtodo. I would close ap the boiler 
agaio, bearing in mind that the first opportanity would 
find me cleaning the boiler. If I find the packing on 
the hand plate has been torn by being taken out, I cut 
new, from three-ply rabber, and by putting black lead 
of stove polish on the part of the rubber that comes 
against the boiler, cause it to adhere to the plate with- 
out sticking. so the joint can be broken many times 
aod still tighten again when replaced. I have used 
this packing two years. 

if I flod the glass in the gauge broken, I would take 
off the nuts on the stuffing box, thoroughly cleaning 
the latter, and I woald ase candle wicking for packing 
instead of the rubber rings usually sent with glasses. 
The rabber, by warmth, is apt to be sticky, and should 
a leak be seen, it sometimes bothers the engineer to 
tighten the joints. With wicking you can tighten 
them any time, bat I never touch them when steam is 
on, neither do I leave the valves connected with the 
glase wide open. One tarn on each is sufficient, and 
should the glass break you can quickly shat off steam 
and water. I would watch the water in the glass, and 
if it is dancing and always in motion, I would know it 
was in good working order, but when still and slaggish 
at times, | woald kuow that there is a stoppage some- 
l prefer to have each try-cock on its separate 


ear 


where 


pipe, and the glass gauge to have no other connection 


than the boiler, then each pipe tells its own story. I 
cau keep a glass clean for months by blowing out dirt 
from the inside and by washing outside with cloth. 
When steam is down, I never let any metal touch the 
glass, as the least abrasion will cause a break. 

I want the steam gauge put on so that the pipe lead- 
ing to it will have water in it near gauge. This: pre- 
vents steam from springiog in the gauge and destroying 
it. I want a cock close to the gauge to drain the pipe, 
so that I will know it is free from dirt, and that the 
opening into the gauge is clear. I would set the ball 
on the lever to safety vaive to blow aay at sixty pounds 
by gauge, and | would make it work within five 
pounds. It can be done by having the valve tight and 
by oiling all the joints and keeping them clean. The 
ball and lever are commonly used, and I prefer them 
to any other kind for stationary boilers. 

On eteambeoat or road engines the pull would be 
hard to keep in any one place, soa spring is prefer- 
uble. I would open the safety valve every day to 
insure easy working, but I would raise slowly, as a 
sudden lift, openiog wide, would relieve pressure over 
the water, and would be apt to lift the water, and that 
carried to the engine might do damage. 

I have put in a namber of surface blow-offs, and I 
think they help to keep a boiler clean more than any 
one thing. The position, for height, would be between 
the first and second try-coeck, counting the top first. 

I pataone iach pipe through front of the boiler 


head, and let the pipe screw through far enough, so 
that by getting inside I can pat on another piece that 
rans nearly the whole jlength of boiler, and in this I 
pat a row of one-quarter inch holes. Now, the first 
one I tried I blew off against a wooden building, and 
it was covered with mad, so I was satisfied that a great 
part of the sediment goes to the surface of the water 
and stays there as long as boiling continues, and then 
is the time to use the surface blow. I use just before 
}noon and before quitting time. After boiling ceases, 
‘the sediment settles and all will not rise; some will 
| stick to the shell and tabes. I open the blow-off once 
or twice a week, and blow down about one gauge. I 
never empty the boiler ander pressure, as the furnace 
and bricks are hot as weil as the iron in the boiler, and 
ithe heat will bake mud on the iron. I wait until 
Sunday morning, and then ran out; water and the 
| mud will wash out easily. I speak of Sunday, as the 
vight is a bad time to work, and usually a boiler is 
worked six days, leaving Sunday as the only time for 
cleaning. I will not usea globe valve for a blow-off, 
for if any seale should get ander the valve, it would 
not screw down tight. I had one once, and I was in 
trouble. One day some scale got under and it leaked 
allday. I drove a plag in the pipe beyond the valve, 
bat that did not work very well. I use a plug cock, 
and if any dirt gets into that, it will get cut into when 
turned. 

I can generally tell when a boiler needs cleaning by 
water from the try-cock and the appearance of glass 
gauge. I change the water about every two weeks, 
and clean out every four, unless I have to use muddy 
or hard water. In cleaning out I use a small hoe to 
draw dirt (that will not wash out) ap to the hand hole, 
aod I take particular care not to leave any over the 

|fireon shell. I saw a boiler badiy burned by leaving 
a little pile of dirt not larger than my hat crown. 
There are many compounds to prevent scale, but my 
device is a feed water heater that will boil the water 
sufficiently to separate all impurities and run through 
| filter ; then none can get to the boiler, but with the 
| common heater constant cleaning is the best remedy I 
| bave found. When the boiler begins to steam hard I 
look at the tubes, as they are proverbially dirty. A 
wetal seraper is the best of anything I have used, and 
particularly so if wood is burned. I have used in coal 
burning, after cleaning tubes, zinc scraps in fire; it 
makes a coating that prevents dirt from sticking so 
badly. I like to have feed go in the front head, and 
blow-off the back end ; this bas a tendency to establish 
acurrent that will carry dirt away from the fire. 





object to feeding in at the fire end, but if the water is 
heated before going to the boiler, I have never seen 
any bad results from heated water. 

(To be continued.) 
9 
Portiand Cement for Anchoring Bolts, 

A writer in the Polytechnic, of Troy, relates how, 
during a recent experience in constructing foundations 
for an elevated railway, solid rock was encountered so 
near the surface as to necessitate anchoring the 
foundation bolts in it. Some more durable and eco- 
nowie means of accowplishing this than by the ase of 
sulphur or lead was desired, and Portland cement was 
suggested as being suitable. 

A careful investigation failed to find any record 
showing the adhesive strength of cement in pounds 
per square inch when used this way. Hence it was de- 
cided to make such experimental tests as would give 
reasonably positive information on this point. For 
this purpose fourteen holes were drilled in a ledge of 
solid limestone, seven of them being 13g inches in 
diameter and seven of them 15g inches in diameter, all 
being 344 feet deep. Seven % inch and seven1 inch 
bolts were prepared with thread and nut on one end 
and plain at the other end, but ragged for a length of 
344 feet from the blank end. 

Four were anchored with sulphur, four with lead, 
and six with cement mixed neat. Half of each were ¥ 


expiration of this time a lever of sufficient power was 
rigged, and all the bolts were pulled, with the following 
resuks : 





full strength, 16,000 and 31,000 pounds. One 1 inch 
bolt failed by drawing out under 12,000 pounds. 


Lead.—Three bolts out of four developed their full | Pitt#>arz 


strength, as above; one 1 inch bolt pulled out under 
13,000 pounds. 


pulling out; onelinch bolt began to yield in the ce- 
went at 26,000 pounds, but sustained the load a few 
seconds before it broke. 

While this experiment demonstrated the superiority 
ha cement both as tostrength and ease of application, 
yet it did not give the strength per square inch of area. 
To determine this, four specimens of limestone were 
prepared, each 10 inches wide, 18 inches long, and 12 
inches thick, two of them having 1% inch holes and 
two of them 2% inch holes drilled in them. Into the 
small holes 1 inch bolts were cemented, one of them 





1| Pe 
like the feed about six inches from bottom. Some amb 





iuch and half 1 inch bolts,and all of them were allowed | Denver 
to stand till the cement was two weeks old. At the/; 


Sulphur.—Three bolts out of four developed their}? 


Cement.—Five of the bolts out of six broke without w 
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being perfectly plain round iron and the other having a 
thread cut on the portion which was embedded in the 
cement. Into the 24 inch boles were cemented 2 inch 
bolts similarly treated, and the four specimens were 
allowed to stand thirteen days before completing the 
experiment. At the end of this timethey were pnt into 
the standard testing machine and pulled. The plain 1 
inch bolt began to yield at 20,000 pounds, and the 
threaded one at 21,000 pounds. The 2 inch plain bolt 
began to yield at 34,000 pounds, and the threaded one 
at 32,000 pounds, the strain in all cases being very slowly 
applied. The pump was then run ata greater speed, 
and the stones holding the 2 inch bolts split at 67,000 
pounds in the case of the smooth one, and*at 50,000 
pounds in the case of the threaded one. 

It is thus seen that cement is more reliable, stronger 
and easier of application than either lead or sulphur, 
and that its resistance is from 400 to 500 pounds per 
square inch of surface exposed. It is also a well ascer- 
tained fact that it preserves iron rather than corrodes 
it. The cement used throughout the experiment was 
an English Portland cement. 
——— Pee +e 
Neamber and Tonnage of all Seagoing Sailing and 












































Steam Vessels for ali Countries of the World 
im the Wear 1889. 
| Sailing Vessels. Steam Vessels 
s i | 
: | 
s é 3 : 
- = — 
fe ae 
H 3 5 i 
Zz > Zz = 
| 
Great Britain (United Kingdom) 3.503 | 2,467,212 5.574 | 7.774.644 
ER | 84.040 b=] 461,210 
5668 | 3012 6S 82K 
iis ciutnhiesheuece 2.974 | 1237,686 Bos) 246.669 
United States of America...... 2.556 | 1,306,458 416 517,36 
Germany..... sues scececnedl 1,135 640, 400 741 928.911 
i. Cae, ceased. cannes 138 515,942 212 Wes 
Sweden. we 294,183 1 181,78) 
Dnceteen «0. sdesedenthiil O45 271,265 28 | 156.070 
France... a 5.54 be] S09. 548 
bin: cpassnie daeteteteed 879 t 2 BN 
Netherlands a2 | (tle ee 
Si idnheiantn mah \ositun aed 813 158.170 ™ 71.607 
NN, cceiabbusen: drochsbbe 591 120.6 217 150.072 
Spain 494 119,964 9 414.517 
Sis. cdstecess conecousteeh 238 1 ia | 1.16 
Pe Aer 35 81.359 121 | 67.707 
a NR 13 71,457 2) BM 
candulinedés en 173 6501 43 BOL 
rs B13 165 138.481 
7 21,807 | 6 21.245 
Bs) 8,860 | 2 | 2,188 
Bt] 5.567 17 13,338 
8 41064 7 06,467 
rn" 3.519 3 | 644 
16 ae 16 7,733 
7 322 — — 
ll 2.903 PH) 9111 
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7 1,282 Hw 44.558 
7 113 6 2,635 
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2 “nr 3 529 
1 3H 6 | 2: 
1 238 3 | 58 
-- ~ a | ss 
— — 6 | 41.7 
Lr i. on oe 
Total... . 21,190 | 9,166,279 | 11,108 | 12,985,372 
—Idoyds Register. 


em 9 
Balilding in 1859. 

The money actually expended annually in the erec- 
tion of new buildings in the United States ean scarcely 
be realized by those who give no attention to the busi- 
ness. The following table, compiled by the Weekly 
Record, is an interesting schedule of what was done iu 
1889 : 





Cities. 
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* Namber estimated ; cost actual. 
+ Estimated. 


This gives a total for twenty-seven cities of 75.°4- 
buildings, costing $882,155,557, being an increase ove! 
the preceding year of 9,721 buildings and $42,749,6-> 
cost. 

These figures give an approximate idea of the rate a‘ 
which the country is growing, and perhaps no more 
conclusive evidence can be found of our industrial pro- 
gress and national stability than in the above statistic: 
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THE NEW GERMAN ARMORED WAR SHIP SIEGFRIED. 

The armored vessel Siegfried, which was added to 
the service, on trial, this year, represents a new type 
of vessel in the German navy, which is thereby im- 
proved from a defensive as well as an offensive point 
of view. As it is well armed, it can successfully face 
hostile armored vessels on the high seas, especially as 
it is thoroughly seaworthy. Its external form is very 
peculiar, differing entirely from other German war 
ships. Its breadth and the shape of its sides give it 
the appearance of a gigantic fish. The bow runs out 
like a ram’s horn, while the stern is perpendicular, and 
under the water the stern is drawn in so that the rail 
projects over the rudder. On account of the small 
draught, the bottom of the vessel is broad and flat, and 
to increase its stability strong side keels are provided. 

The Siegfried is about 239 ft. long, 46 ft. wide, and 
draws 17 ft. of water. Its displacement is 3,400 tons. 
The 4,800 H. P. engines operate two three-bladed 
screws, and give the vessel a speed of 16 miles per hour. 
The armor extends on the water line throughout the 
entire length of the ship. There are three guns of 
large caliber (long 28 centimeter cannon), two of which 
are placed at the bow and one in the stern, in armored 
turrets. The vessel is further provided with revolvers 
aud quick-firing guns, besides two torpedo-throwing 
The Siegfried was built at Kiel, and was 


devices. 








War Ships of the World. 

Mere figures can never adequately rppresent the com- 
parative strengths of navies, there being, says Hngi- 
neering, 80 many details affecting efficiency in action. 
The following figures, however, may be interesting : 
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Namber of first-class 
armor-clads (18 in. 
armor and above)..| 19 13 10 7 
Other sea-going armor) 
cleds ....... wh @ I 4 16 ll 17 
Cruisers and sloops | 
(above 900 tons)....| 166 47 63 35 2 2 
Gun vessels (over 600, 
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Gun boats (over 200 
tons)... one 2 a 10 @ 14 
War vessels over 14) | 
knots ........0.....| 160 9 | 7% 44 55 2 
Merchant ships to) 
each cruiserorsioop| 39 9 | 8 21 10 7 
Merchant tonnage to} 
each cruiser or sloop) 49,000 | 11,000 | 13,000 | 26,500 | 13,600 | 5,000 
Merchant ships to} | 
each war vessel ...| 38 2 | 7 17 4 8 
oul 





The relative extent of coast line to defend also forms 
an element in the comparative strength of the fleets, 
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sels are being built at Brest and Rochefort respectively. 
Germany has two small torpedo catchers of 22 knots, 
and Italy several of 21 knots speed, while Austria bas 
three of 23 knots speed. Spain is building several large 
cruisers of 20 knots speed, and has the Reina Regente 
of 21 knots speed, and two sister ships incomplete. It 
seems only natural to state in this connection that six- 
teen merchant vessels are given as able to steaui at a 
speed of over 19 knots, several of them at 21 knots, and 
others are forthcoming. Of this number nine are At 
lantic vessels, three Hamburg-Awerican liners, two 
White Star, two Inman, and two Cunard liners 
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Natural Gas in California, 


The Pacific Lumberman says an enormous flow of 


|natural gas was recently struck at Summerland, a 


suburb of Santa Barbara. Three wonths ago a two- 
inch well put down for sulphur water struck a strong 
flow of gus, which has since been used for lighting and 
domestic purposes in Summerland. About three weeks 
ago a syndicate of Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispe 
capitalists leased the property, and commenced to put 
down a teninch pipe. Gasin considerable quantities 
was struck at twenty-eight and thirty-four feet, and at 
a depth of forty-nine feet they strucka gusher. The 
noise was so great that it could be heard for biocks, 








and the flow could not be capped. It is estimated that 
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THE NEW GERMAN ARMORED WAR SHIP SIEGFRIED—-DRAWN BY FRITZ STOLTENBERG. 


launched August 10, 1889. The cost of construction, 
not including the armament, was $840,000. The build- 
ers will profit by the experiences of the trial trip of the 
Siegfried in building other vessels of the same class, 
two of which were begun last year.—Ueber Land und 
Meer. 
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The Amount of Produce a Well Managed Garden is 
Capable of Vielding. 


THE Boston Transcript says: “* The amount of pro- 
duce a well managed garden is capable of yielding is 
well shown by the following statement recently made 
by G@. W. Hallock & Son concerning their fifty-eight 
acres of land near Greenpoint, Long Island, during last 
year: 3,750 bushels of onions and 4,500 bushels of 
carrots; early cabbages, 5,500 barrels; early potatoes, 
*.500 bushels ; strawberries, 11,000 quarts ; onions from 
sets, 2,260 bushels; white beans, 160 bushels ; carrots, 
11,000 bushels ; late potatoes, 450 bushels ; onions from 
seed, 3,900 bushels; ears of corn, 2,000 bushels ; Brus- 
sels sprouts, 500 bushels; potato onion sets, 10 bushels; 
carrot seed, 40 pounds; onion seed, 100 pounds; Brus- 
‘ls sprout seed, 4 pounds; cabbage seed, 2 pounds ; 
Hungarian grass, 3 tons; cabbage plants to carry over, 
290,000,” 





and here again Britain shows a deficiency, owing to 
the widespread character of the empire. Speed is of 
strategic importance, and one or two figures on this 
score may be given : 
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Over 20 knots : 
Number ae 50 5 2 17 ey 
Tons displacement......... | 135.900 | 24,280 640 12,390 | 238,668 
Number of guns.........--- 200 48 es 16 350 
Over 19 knots : 
24 10 8 61 
Tons displacement.........| 96,510 | 30.030) 10,870 ; 7,900 | 208.210 
rere 196 | 26 375 
Over 18 knots : 
0 i) 11 8 9 61 
Tons displacement... ........ 46,660 | 4,980 | 57,260 | 71.310 | 282.800 
DD 6 cin o cbtsndscottssensés 107 5 56 ? 364 








The largest vessels included in the British total of 20 
knot ships are the Blake and Blenheim, of 9,000 tons 
and 22 knots speed, with 944 inch guns. France’s larg- 
est will be the cruisers Dapuy de Lome and Amiral 


the daily flow is at least 3,000,000 feet, exceeding any 
well west of the Mississippi river. 

The syndicate proposes to pipe the gas at once to 
Santa Barbara, and it will offer special inducements to 
manufacturers. Already propositions have been re 
ceived for the establishment of manufacturing indus- 


tries. 
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Sure Death to Borers. 

Do not hunt for borers at all, says the V. #. Home 
stead, but just doctor them a little. Make a mixture 
of about one quart of wood ashes to a pail of water, 
and stir it well. Next make a ridge of earth around 
the tree a few inches from it, and high enough so when 
you pour your mixture into the circle it will run into 
the holes and kill the worms. It is sure death to them: 
and costs less than one cent a tree. I have used it for 
years, says the writer, with perfect success. You way 
have to do it twice the first year, but after that a very 
little care will keep your trees free from them. If you 
have no wood ashes, use a thin whitewash of lime in 
its place. If you have a large number of trees, you 
can use strips of zinc or sheet iron about four or five 
inches wide and long enough to put about the tree in 





Jaures, 6,300 tons and 20 knots speed. The latter two ves- 


place of the circle of earth. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC NOTES. 

Timing the Duration of Flash Lights.—Professor 
Eder has made some interesting experiments, together 
with Captain Von Reisinger, for the purpose of timing 
the duration of the flash produced by various modes 
of burning the flash powder. He employed a heavy 
wheel of black wood of about twenty-six inches diame- 
ter, which is caused to revolve around its axis by hand. 
At the center of the wheel a silvered hemisphere of 
giass was attached, and a similar one at the cireumfer- 
ence of the wheel. The latter was caused to revolve 
at the rate of one revolution a second. At first the 
image reflected by the hemispheres was focused by 
means of a candle light, then the room was darkened, 
the sensitive plate inserted, the lens uncovered, the 
wheel caused to revolve, and the flash produced. The 
plate was then developed, and showed a sharp point 
at the center of the wheel, and a sharp black line 
extending partly round the circle made by the rim 
of the wheel. This was the reflected light of the flash, 
and showed ‘the are through which the wheel had 
turned while the flash was produced. If this are 
amounts to one-fourth of the circumference, the dura- 
tion of the exposure has been ‘4 second. The results 
of the experiments are as follows : 





Explosive magnesiam mixtare, 30 parts of perchlor- 
ate of potash, 3) parts of chiorate of potash, 
@ parte of magnesium powder containing 8 


graine of magnesium socacoes de to gy second. 
Pure magnesiom powder, blown an fast as possible 

through a giass tube into a spirit fame by means 

of an Iadia rubber tube held in the mouth, con- 

taining § grains of magnesiam uae : j second. 
Pure magnesiam powder, burnt in Mr. Von Loehr's 

flash lamp, 8 grains of magnesium. : } second. 
Pare magnesiam powder, barnt by means of Dr. 

Hesexiel's flash lamp. 4 grains of magnesiam fy second. 
Pure magnesiom powder, burut in Professor Schirm's 

flash lamp, 4 grains of magnesium > second. 


These experiments show that the charges of mag- 
nesium powder mixed with chlorate of potash (the so- 
called explosive mixtures) are much quicker in com- 
bustion than those of pure magnesium powder alone. 
To those operators who have experience in flash light 
photography this result will not be surprising, but it 
is well known that the various flash light mixtures in 
which the magnesium is kept stored in mixture with 
potassinm chlorate, picric acid, or other compounds 
acting as supporters of combustion, have occasioned 
serious accidents, so that it is doubtful whether their 
use is to be recommended generally.—Mr. H. EZ. Gun- 
ther, in Photo. News. 

A BSimple Printing Frame. — Photographisches 
Wochendiatt gives the following directions for making 
a cheap printing frame, viz., take any old or spoiled 
glass negative of the proper size, and cut it in two, 
then paste a strong piece of black muslin over both 
pieces. When thoroughly dry, this will form a hinge. 
For use, place the sensitive paper on the negative to 
be copied in the usual manner, then a piece of blotting 
paper, after which lay the eut negative, muslin side 
up, on the paper, and secure the whole with four 
spring clips or clothes pins, and print in the usual 


manner 
eC 


Over Eilghty-one Miles an Hour. 

A correspondent of Hngineering says: Recently, 
when returning from Edinbargh by the West Coast 
route, I recorded no less than 6 miles averaging 80 wiles 
an honr. Three miles down Shap were run in exactly 
2 minutes 15 seconds, and three more down Grayrigg 
in precisely the same time. The engine was of the 
President type, 6 feet 6 inches, coupled drivers, cyl- 
inders 17 inches by 24 inches, and the load about ten 
coaches, or say 120 tons. The line falls 1 in 75 for 
about 4 miles from Shap Sammit, then another 1 to 
2 miles at abont lin 190, after which there is a rise 
to Grayrigg Summit, 2644 miles from Lancaster, where 
begins a fall of about 1 in 120, continning for 14 or 15 


miles. The following are the times as recorded : 

Miles from 

Lancaster. Speod. 
37% Shap Sammit (pase) ° si 00 
7 , 03 
TK nea gnndenaesees 0609 vdsecesesoooooonocescesotothe 1D , 
3B 2k 750 
Thos ~ ee aro 
x . oa 818 
2 413 73 
@1.... . . S21 750 

Slack at Lowgill, apparently for alterations in line. 
an : apie betel 4 19 =" 
2 1 8 734 
21 15 57 73°4 
20 16 & 75.0 
19 
is 8 17 re) 
iv... ~ 1 81.8 
4 19 #4 wo 
b DR 73m 
l4 21 8 73m 
13 . B44 73m 
3 2 82 76.0 


I was sitting in a compartment of an eight-wheeled 
coach weighing about 19 tons. Notwithstanding the 
extraordinary speed, the absenee of oscillation conclu- 
sively testified to both the carriage itself and the per- 
manent way being in a state which it would be un- 
handsome not to describe as perfection. 


Scientific American. 





The Effect of Freezing upon Impurities Contained 
in Water, 

The extent to which ice is used makes its importance 
in relation to health almost as great as that of water. 
An idea prevails that ice cannot be impure, from what- 
ever source it is obtained, as it is supposed to “‘ purify 
itself” in freezing. About all that is thought of is 
temperature, and as long as ice is cold little else is con- 
sidered. Here isan error that has been the cause of 
much mischief, and as the iced drinks are sipped, their 
refreshing coolness drives away all thought of possible 
impurities, just as candies are eaten and the quality, of 
sweetness is all that is desired or considered. Regard- 
ing the effect of freezing upon impurities in water the 
Massachusetts Board of Health has published experi- 
ments, as stated by Public Health, with seventy-six 
samples of water and 336 samples of ice from fifty-eight 
localities. In ice from polluted sources compared with 
water from the same, the experiments showed: 1. 
That in the ice the color and salt had been removed. 
2. That all but 13 per cent of the other impurities of 
the water, as shown by chemical analysis, had been re- 
moved. 3. The number of bacteriain the cubic centi- 
meter were: For snow (one sample,) 1,246; for clear 
ice (part of the same cake as above), 6; for clear ice 
from an unpolluted source, 0. 4. The average of 12 
samples from the most polluted sources, 138. The num- 
ber of bacteria varied much in different parts of the 
saine cake. 

From the examinations which have been made, it 
appears probable that when ice first forms in the sur- 
face of a pond or river, a considerable part of the im- 
purity in the water near the surface is entangled in the 
first inch or less in depth, and that the ice which forms 
below this first inch contains but a very small percent- 
age of the impurities of the water. If snow falls upon 
the thin ice, causing it to sink, so that the water from 
below saturates the snow, it will freeze without purifi- 
cation ; or if rain falls upon the snow and freezes, the 
ice thus formed contains the impurities of the snow and 
of the rain water, and of whatever else may have set- 
tled out of the air. The method often pursued, of 
flooding the ice of a pond or river by cutting holes 
through it, gives a layer of ice as impure as the water 
of which it is formed. 

The purifying effect of freezing is greater upon sub- 
stances in solution than upon those in suspension. 
This is confirmed by the fact that a large part of the 
organic matter, one-half or three-quarters, and some- 
times more than is found in good ice, is of particles in 
suspension, and is readily removed by filter paper. 

From the average of all the water and ice used for ice 
supplies, which they have examined, they find: The 
organic impurities of snow ice (the sum of the ammo- 
nias) =69 per cent.of the impurities of the water. The 
organic impurities of all the ice (except snow ice) =12 
per cent of the impurities of the water. The organic im- 
purities of clear ice =6 per cent of the impurities of the 
water. The color of waters was removed by freezing. 
The salt of the waters was nearly removed by freezing. 

Ot bacteria there were: 81 per cent as many in 
snow ice as in the waters; 10 per cent as many in all 
other ice as in the waters; 2 per cent as many in clear 
ice as in the waters. 

The results obtained lead to the conclusions: That 
while clear ice from polluted sources may contain so 
small a percentage of the impurities of the sourve that 
it may not be regarded as injurions to the health, the 
snow ice, or any other, however clear, which may have 
been obtained by flooding, is likely to contain so large 
a percentage of the impurities of the source, and with 
these impurities some df the disease germs which may 
be in the source, that the board feels bound to warn 
the public against using ice for domestic purposes that 
is obtained from a source polluted by sewage beyond 
that which would be allowable ina drinking water, 
stream, or pond, and that in general it is much safer 
to use for drinking Water, and for placing in contact 
with food, that portion of the ice that is clear. 

SD 6 0 
Rats, 

Countless swarms of rats periodically make their ap- 
pearance in the bush country of the South Island, New 
Zealand. They invariably come in the spring, and ap- 
parently periods of about four years intervene between 
their visits. In a paper published in the new volume 
of the Transactions and Proceedings of the New 


| Zealand Institute, Mr. Joseph Rutland brings together 


sowe interesting notes on the bush rat (Mus maorium). 
In size and general appearance it differs much from the 
common brown rat. The average weight of full-grown 
specimens is about 2 ounces. The fur on the upper 
portions of the body is dark brown, inclining to black ; 
on the lower portions, white or grayish white. The 
head is shorter, the snout less sharp, and the counte- 
nance less fierce than in the brown species. On the 
open ground bush rats move comparatively slowly, 
evidently finding mach difficulty in surmounting clods 
and other impediments ; hence they are easily taken 
and destroyed. In running they do not arch the back 


as inuch as the brown rat. This awkwardness on the 
ground is at once exchanged for extreme activity when 





they climb trees. These they ascend with the nimble- 
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ness of flies, running out to the very extremities of the 
branches with amazing quickness; hence, when pur 
sued, they invariably make for trees if any are within 
reach. The instinct which impels them to seek safety 
by leaving the ground is evidently strong. A rat, on 
being disturbed by a plow, ran for a while before the 
moving implement, and then up the horse reins, which 
were dragging along the ground. Another peculiarity 
of these animals is that when suddenly startled or 
pursued they cry out with fear, thus betraying their 
whereabouts, an indiscretion of which the common rat 
is never guilty. 
a 
Mind and Matter in Science, 

In whatever department of thought we find it occu- 
pied, the very nature of science is hostile to uncer- 
tainty. Facts, indeed, are not its constant possession, 
but its object, nevertheless, is always to know the 
truth as true beyond possibility of doubt. Nothing, 
therefore, can, in strict conformity with its character, 
be received on mere trust. All that is accepted must 
be capable of proof, and anything that cannot be thus 
verified, though true it may be, is to science a thing 
not known. In reference to all such matters, its po- 
sition is that of the agnostic, properly so-called, not, 
that is to say, of a mere creedless bigot, but of an ex- 
pectant and cautious investigator, accepting in belief 
only that which he has proved. In virtue of this very 
position, however, the description here given is but a 
partial one. It applies rather toa purpose than an 
actual condition. It isa true portrait of exact science 
only, and it leaves untouched the illustration of that 
far-reaching principle by which every branch of 
knowledge is made subject to the law of development 
and passes through doubts, conjectures, and shrouded 
truths to the brightness of clear understanding. Sci- 
ence is no exception to this rule. It has its tentative 
theories, its mutable facts, and provisional acceptances, 
and its position would be logically untenable if it were 
to deny to other modes of thought a share in that 
charitable consideration which allows time for its own 
conclusions, however crude, to be planned, marred, re- 
east, and slowly matured. The assumption of such a 
position would indeed be suicidal, for it implies a fatal 
schism among the forces concerned in philosophic in- 
quiry. 

Science and philosophy, it must be remembered, are 
not contraries. They are merely the obverse and the 
converse of the same intellectual process, the former 
objective, the latter subjective as to its rational 
method. Either may, in the wider acceptation of its 
meaning, be taken to include the other, and it is only 
the prominence of one, the physical application of sci- 
entific study, which has associated the former with 
what we call matter, as distinct from spirit or mind, 
the natural sphere of the latter. However diverse they 
may seem to be, distinction between mind and matter 
is, in the present state of our knowledge, impossible. 
We are as yet without experience or information re- 
specting the separate condition of one or another. At 
all points matter is instinct with incorporated proper- 
ties which constitute the law of its being. though 
whence derived its atoms cannot tell us ; and mind, on 
the other hand, can only confess itself through its 
physical manifestations. Though we should penetrate 
if it were possible beyond the earliest known traces of 
our world, we might still be as far as ever from a solu- 
tion of the mystery, but at no stage could we expect to 
pass beyond the age at which these two became united. 
Everywhere we still find, whether in vital activity or 
in the buried vestiges of world-old existence, the sure 
signs of cause and effect. The design may vary, but 
its evidences are never wanting. 

Some, perhaps, may prefer to regard it as the essen- 
tial possession of matter, and to dignify this with the 
attributes of a creator. We cannot but think, how- 
ever, that the very diversity of material forms, and 
their infinite variation in conformity with some dis- 
coverable purpose in each case, mark them out rather 
as the vehicles of some compelling force implanted in 
them. That this force is not purposive but fortuitous 
in its action is incredible. Given a certain stage in the 
progress of development, circumstance may, indeed, 
accowplish many modifications, as the laborious genius 
of Darwin has abundantly proved; but even these 
are governed by strict limitations, are apt to be 
transient in character, and are rather differences of de- 
gree than alterations in type. The argument for intel- 
ligent design is not seriously impaired, in our opinion, 
by such evidence of a merely material agency, and 
there is every reason to believe that this view is yearly 
gaining ground among the more scrupulous thinkers 
in physical science. It is significant to find an authority 
like Professor Tyndall, despite his belief in matter and 
force as primary factors in the production of life, ad- 
mitting the probable existence of a ‘ power of crea- 
tion,” whieh he associates with evolution, and proposes 
to invest with some feeling akin to worship. Professor 
Huxley's condemnation of materialism as ‘ the most 
baseless of dogmas” is also—at least constructively— 
suggestive of a disposition to include within the beliefs 
of natural science the existence of a supreme directing 
intelligence.—Lancet. 
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RECENTLY PATENTED INVENTIONS. 
Rallway Appliances, 


CaR CoupLine. — David Altman, 
Macon, Ga. This invention provides a device whereby 
an automatic coup! fected, and av improved 
mechaniam for releasing the link, the coupling pin 
paseing centrally through a lever arranged on top of 
the drawhead_ the lever being adapted to be rocked ou 
the drawhead to elevate toe pin, and the coupler consist- 
ing of few parte, ef simple and durable construction 


PLATE Metrat Tre. — Walter H. 
Dutton, East Bethany, N.Y. This tie is made of two 
plates bent near each end to form box-like enlarge- 
ments supported by plate meta! bases, lateral recesses 
thereon forming rail seats and integral ears on the top 
edges to receive and retain the rails, with clamping 
blocks resting on the top edges of the boxes to wedge 
the rails laterally and hold them to the tie when the 
viocks are bolted thereto, 





4 





Nut Locx.—Charles J. Hill, Pavilion, 
N.Y. This is a nut with radial grooves upon its inner 
face, to be used with a washer having a groove whose 
back wall will engage a corresponding groove in the 
wood or metal to which it is applied, a wire spring pro- 
jecting from the groove to engage the grooves of the 
put and prevent it from turning, the washer also having 
a suitable catch which may engage the lock spring and 
prevent it from engaging the nut. 


For@Inae Dre.— Timothy O'Leary, 
New York City. This is a die for forming the heads of 
rock drill pistons and simultaneously shaping the rod, 
the upper and lower die each having a shaping cavity 
with beveled sides, the lower die haying a vent aperture 
and a pivoted handle, and the upper die a fixed handle, 
the metal being formed when placed in the shaping 
cavities by alternately striking and lifting the upper 
die and turning the bar. 


ENVELOPE MACHINE.—John D. Flam- 
mer, New York City. This is a machine to be operated 
by foot power for automaticaily and expeditiously 
folding, pressing and perforating an envelope blank, the 
machine being of simple and durable constraction and 
one which can be readily transported and conveniently 
manipulated, and one which can be built at a minimum 
cost. 

FoRMING ENVELOPE BLANKS WITH 
Oprenine THREADs.—This is another patent of the same 
inventor for a machine for securing ribs upon paper, 

and whereby a thread or a series of threads may be at- 
tached to the web as it is delivered from a roll, and the 
paper at the same time punched or punctured, gammed, 
and cut to any desired shape. 


SOLDERING CAN BoprkEs. — Mathias 
Jensen, Astoria, Oregon. This invention covers a 
method by which the solder is prevented from entering 
the insides of the bodies daring the process of solder- 
ing, to prevent spoiling the goods packed and save 
solder, the ends of the seam of the can body being first 
bent inward and the seam passed through the flux and 
solder baths with its bent ends above their level, the 
bent ends being afterward straightened. 





Agricultural, 


CULTIVATOR AND SEED DROPPER.— 
James S. Hickman, Hickman, Ill, This is a combina- 
tion machine which may be quickly fitted with either 
cultivating or seeding frames, by lifting either of which 
by the aid of levers the machine may be conveniently 
turned at the end of a row, while in the seed-dropping 
arrangement the drop bar is intended to be sectional 
and hinged with ball and socket joint. 


CULTIVATOR AND SEEDER. — This is 
another patent of the same inventor for a machine in 
which a series of cultivators arranged in gangs are em- 
ployed, and with which the operator can cultivate 
four, three, or two rows, or one row, as desired, by 
simply elevating or detaching such cultivators as he 
may see fit, while shovels, flakes, concave or convex 
disks, teeth, or horizontal shovel blades, may be em- 
ployed in connection with the seed-dropping devices 
for stirring the ground. 


THRASHING MACHINE FEED ER.— 
Cyrille J, Goulette, Ellendale, North Dakota. This 
invention provides a machine designed to automati- 
cally feed the grain and cut the bands, or to feed both 
bundles and loose grain, and to feed the grain very 
evenly, thus constituting a machine especially desirable 
in thrashing flax, which Is apt to be passed through the 
machine without being properly thrashed. 





Miscellaneous, 


MAGAZINE GuN. — Simon B. Shaffer, 
Ekalaka, Montana, This invention relates to guns 
wherein a horizontally sliding breech block 1s operated 
by a lever that swings downward beneath the frame, 
with a tubular magazine beneath the barrel, the main 
objects of the invention being to firmly lock the breech 
block in position at the time of firing, to obviate the 
throwing of the breech block to the rear of the ham- 
mer when the breech is opened, and to improve the ex- 
tractor mechanism. 


SUBMARINE VESSEL.—Francis W. Pool, 
Norwich, Conn, This invention is designed to provide 
means whereby an essentially elliptical hull, having a 
passenger and an air or gas compartment, may be 
steered vertically as well as horizontally, and whereby 
the propeller may be rapidly revolved with a minimum 
degree of friction through the medium of light and 
simple machinery. 


PADDLE WHERL. — Maurice Richter, 
Williamstown, West Va. This invention provides a 
construction designed for side wheel or stern wheel 
steam boate, consisting of a wheel .having at the edges 
Of its blades nearest the center forwardly projecting ex- 
tensions of main portions and inclined portions, the 
latter inclining outwardly from the rear edges of the 
MAN portions to the inner edges of the blades, causing 





the wheel to displace a great deal of water and give 
great propulsive force for the power used, 


LOADER FOR Dump CARTs. — Gustave 
Haag, Flushing, N.Y. This is an attachment for any 
cart to facilitate the loading therein of street sweepings, 
etc., and consists of an elevator having an endless 
series of backets delivering into it, and ping the 
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dirt directly from the ground, in combination with « 
stationary curved brush adjacent to and inclosing the 
rear side of the lower end of the elevator. 


WatcH Crown Prgcxs. — Allan C. 
Dalzell, Jr., Sag Harbor, N. Y. This invention relates 
to the manufacture of watch crown pieces and the crown 
cores therefor, and the manner of attaching the crown 
shells to the cores, providing an improved crown piece 
and a cheap and efficient process of manufacturing the 
cores and attaching the shells thereto. 


Pusu Burron.—George H. Streichen- 
berg, ~ueblo, Col. This is an attachment for alarm 
and signaling push battons, and consists of a suitable 
clamp on which is pivoted a lever having a flexible con- 
nection with the point it is desired to signal from, so 
that by pulling a cord or wire the push button will be 
actuated. 


NECKTIE. — Philip Hess, New York 
City. This invention provides a means of changing the 
worn or soiled upper portion of a necktie having a 
shield to bring into service the parts that are in an un- 
injared condition, also affording a pendent scarf por- 
tion that is movable and adapted to receive a Teck bow, 
puffed band, or keeper ring, to hold the scarf longi- 
tudinally adjusted. 


BrusH.—Charles D. Hughes, Brooklyn, 
N. Y. Thies is a new article of manafacture, the 
bristles of the brush being formed integral with a block 
of wood, from which the bristles are cut by suitable 
machinery, the bristles or splints being cut on the block 
and arranged in concentric circles. “ 


BASKET CLOSURE. — George Gorton, 
Racine, Wis. A means for hinging and locking the 
covers of baskets, hampers, etc., is provided by this 
invention, and one which will be very neat and durable, 
and not interfere with the packing of the basket when 
the cover is detached therefrom, the hinge, locking 
device and handles being so made that the latter will 
act with both the former and constitute a portion 
thereof. 


WEATHER Strip. — John E. Jones, 
New York City. A strip of spring metal, according to 
this invention, is bent longitudinally to a U-shaped 
cross section and applied to the edge of the sash, so 
that the outer part of the strip will press constantly 
against the window frame, similar strips being applied 
at the top and bottom of the sash and at the meeting 
rails, one of the members of each strip being inserted 
in a slot formed in the sash, 
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SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN 
BUILDING EDITION. 


SZSPTEMBER NUMBER.—(No, 59.) 
TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

1. Elegant plate in colors of a residence at Holyoke, 
Mass., erected at a cost of $7,000. Perspective 
view, floor plans, sheet of details, etc. 

2. Plate in colors representing a residence at Me- 
chanicville, N. Y., erected at a cost of $2,500. 
Floor plans, perspective elevation, sheet of de- 
tails, ete, 

3. View of the interior of an artist's studio, 





4. Architectural sketches in Bradford, Engiand. The 
technica! school and the town hall. 

5. A residence at Short Hilis, N. J., erected at a cost 
of $9,000 complete. Perspective and floor plans. 
Wilbur 8S. Knowles, architect, New York. 

6. A cottage at Short Hille, N. J., erected at a cost of 
$7,000. Floor plans and perspective view. 

7. Cottage at Springfield, Mass. Cost $3,200. Per- 
spective view and floor plans, 

8. Engravings and floor plans of the residence of W. 


G. Russell, Esq., at Short Hills, N. J. Cost com- 
plete $25,000. Lamb & Rich, New York, archi- 
tects. 

9. Encravings and floor plans representing some very 
handsome houses erected on West Sth Street, 
New York city. Cost about $36,000. Mr. J. 
Prague, of New York, architect. 


10. View of St, John’s church, to be erected at San 
Francisco. Estimated cost about $57,000. 
ll. A village church erected at Short Hills, N. J. 


Lamb & Rich, architects, New York, 

Perspective and floor plans of a dwelling at 
Holyoke, Mass., erected at a cost of $12,000 com- 
plete. 

Miscellaneous contents: A new decorative ma- 
terial.—Independent homes.—Good planning.— 
Different clays.—Building liene.—An improved 
ventilator, illustrated.—Improved bath tubs and 
bathing appliances, illustrated. — Richmond 
heaters for steam and hot water, illustrated.—A 
mitering and jointing machine, iilustrated.— 
Power's regulator for steam and hot water heaters, 
etc., illustrated.-- Paper for working drawings.— 
Geometrical wood carvings, illustrated. —Steam 
and hot water heating, and for power, illustrated. 

The Scientific American Architect and Builders 
Edition is issued monthly. $2.50 a year. Single copies, 
25 cents. Forty large quarto pages, equal to about 
two hundred ordinary book pages ; forming, practi- 
cally, a large and splendid Magazine oF ARCHITEC- 
TUR, richly adorned with elegant plates in colors and 
with fine engravings, illustrating the most interesting 
examples of Modern Architectural Construction and 
allied subjects, 

The Fullness, Richness, Cheapness, and Convenience 
of this work have won for it the Laregst CIRCULATION 
of any Architectural publication in the world. Soild by 
all newsdealers. 


MUNN & CO., Pus.isHens, 
361 Broadway, New York. 








For Sale—New and second hand iron-working ma- 
chinery. Prompt delivery. W. P. Davis, Rochester, N.Y. 

Acme engine, 1to5 H. P. See adv. next issue. 

Presses & Dies. Ferracute Mach. Co., Bridgeton, N. J 

Hoisting Engines. The D. Frisbie Co., New York city. 

Send to H. W. Knight & Son, Seneca Falls, N. Y., for 
catalogue of Metallic Pattern Letters and Figures. 

Best Ice and Refrigerating Machines made by David 
Boyle, Chicago, lll. 156 machines in satisfactory use. 

The Improved Hydraulic Jacks, Punches, and ‘Tube 
Expanders. R. Dud % Columbia 8t., New York. 

Power presses and dies. Also contractors for special 
machinery. T. R. & W. J. Baxendale, Rochester, N. Y. 

Tight and Slack Barrel Machinery a specialty. John 
Greenwood & Co., Rochester, N.Y. See illus. ady., p. 13. 

Screw machines, milling machines, and drill presses. 
The Garvin Mach. Co., Laight and Canal Sts., New York. 

Iron, Steel, Copper, and Bronze Drop Forgings of 
every description. Billings & Spencer Co., Hartford, 
Conn 

Wanted for Manufacture—Electrical and mechanical 
novelties and light machinery. E. D. Stiff, 67 8. Canal 
St., Chicago. 

The Holly Manufacturing Co., of Lockport, N. Y., 
will send a book of official reports of duty trials of their 
high duty pumping engines on application. 

Guild & Garrison, Brooklyn, N. Y., manufacture 
steam pumps, vacuum pumps, vacuum apparatas, alr 
pumps, acid blowers, filter press pumps, etc. 

English tanned walrus, hippopotamus, giraffe,elephant 
and buffalo leather for polishing metals. All kinds mfrs.’ 
supplies. Greene, Tweed & Co., 8 Chambers 8t., N. Y. 

The best book for electricians and beginners in elec- 
tricity is * Experimental Science,” by Geo. M. Hopkins. 
By mail, $4; Munn & Co., publishers, 361 Broadway, N. Y. 

For translations from orto French or Spanish, for 
publication or reference, address A. Del Valle, 211 West 
48th Street, N. ¥. Reference, by permission, Messrs. 
Munn & Co., editors Scientific American. 

Wanted—To correspond with a machinist who is fa 
miliar with the manufacture of Typewriter and Matrix 
Machines, with view to having machines manufactured. 
Address Norristown Times, Norristown, Pa. 

Experienced mechanical draughtsmen wanted im- 
mediately. Those having experience with electrical ap- 
paratus preferred. Permanency to good men. Address 
E. Kolben, Edison General Electric Cu., Schenectady 
Works, Schenectady, N. Y. 

Saw Makers Wanted—50 or more practical hammers- 
men on circular and long saws and a few good filers and 
fitters can find steady employment by addressing, with 
name, residence and full particulars as to experience, 
etc., William L. Pierce, 89 Diamond 8t., Pittsburg, Pa 

Ga Send for new and complete catalogue of Scientific 
and other Books for sale by Munn & Co., 361 Broadway, 
New York. Free on application. 


Hyoi ie 


HINTS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Names and Address must accompany all letters, 
or no attention will be paid thereto. is for our 
information, and not for publication. 

References to former articies or answers should 
give date of paper and or number of question. 

Inquiries not answe n reasonable time should 

peated; corres; te will bear in mind that 
some answers require not a little research, and, 
though we endeavor to reply to all, either by etter 
or in this department, each must take his turn. 

Special Written Iuformation on matters of 
personal rather than general interest cannot be 
expected without remuneration. 

Scientific American Supplements referred 
to may be had at the office. ice 10 cents each, 

Books referred to promptly supplied on receipt of 


ce. 
mnherate sent for examination should be distinctly 
marked or labeled. 


(2427) G. W. L., A. H., and others.—1. 
To make printers’ rollers, for ordinarily fast presses on 
book work, the following will be found a good compo- 
sition: 1044 pounds best glue, 244 gallons black mo- 
lasses cr honey, 2 ounces Venice turpentine, 12 ounces 
glycerine. A little larger proportion of glue should be 
used in summer than in winter. If French glue is used, 
it should soak overnight to take up the right quantity 
of water, but most domestic glue will take up sufficient 
water in about two hours. The turpentine and glycer- 
ine should be added and well mixed with the composi- 
tion just before pouring. 2. The manufacturers of 
printing inks furnish a prepared drier which will work 
better than any addition which a printer can ordinarily 
make, but litharge or boiled linseed oil may sometimes 
be added to a slow-drying ink, although it is hardly ne- 
cessary to say that they do not improve the color. 


(2428) A. G. asks (1) for the solution of 
the following problem : A specimen of the U. 8. phar 
mac. hydrochloric acid contains 31 8 per cent by weight 
of the gus, and its specific gravity is 1°16; what volume 
of it will be required, theoretically, to mix with black 
oxide of manganese for the production of one gallon of 
chlorine water, one flaid cunce of which contains 266 
grains of chlorine? A. Take 128 fluid ounces to the 
gallon. Then 128x266=34048 grains of chlorine are 
wanted. To reduce tograins of hydrochloric acid this 
must be multiplied by 36°5-85°5, giving 35007 grains. 
One fluid ounce standard weight weighs 455°72 grains. 
Of the given acid (sp. gr. 1°16) a finid onnce will 
weigh 52868 grains and contains 528°63x°318=168"10 
grsine of hydrochloric acid gas. Therefore the fluid 
ounces required are 350°01-16810=208 fluid ounces, 
2, Please inform me how to remove brown spote on 
the face resulting from neglected sunburns. The 
person is afflicted with it since three years, bot has 
done nothing for it yet. The spots are rather differ- 
ent from freckles. His face is covered brown, and his 




















natural skin looks out between the spots, A. We 
can only recommend an aqueous infusion of the rinds 
of cashew nuts. The following is a formula for 4 com- 
plete lotion based on the above. 


White soft soap....... sncedccobes 8 oz 
PO IEEE, on. <a. nn dacasds be adenennk Ae 
BO POD a cae icetiiccinepccednsen gets ea 


Mix thoroughly in a mortar, add the yolks of 5 evgs 
previously beaten and strained through gauze, add 
slowly oil of almonds, scented to taste, 244 pounls, 
When perfectly mixed add cashew nut milk, made 
by beating up fresh cashew nuts with rose water 44 piut, 
and rub until completely mixed, 


(2429) C. M. 8. writes: 1. Please give 
me directions how to melt brass so I can mould things 
and make castings. A. We recommend you the “ Brass 
Founder's Manual,” which we can supply for 80 cents 
by mail. 2. How to make a brown stain for violin. 
A. The stain for best resulte should be mixed with the 
spirit varnish, For reds, dragon's blood or sanders 
wood; for yellows, aloes, annatto, gamboge, turmeric 
or saffron is used. Mix to enit taste. The following 
is a simple epirit varnish: Mastic 1 drachm, sandarac 1 
drachm, lac 64% drachma, alcoho! 5 fluid ounces. If you 
desire, you may stain the wood with an alcoholic in- 
fusion of any cf the ebove colors, shaking them fre- 
quently in alcoho! and pouring off the clear solution 
after twenty-four hours. 38. How to ebonize pine wood 
or any other wood, A. Boii 40 parte gall nnte, 4 parte 
rasped logwood, and 4 parts each suiphate of iron and 
verdigris with water, strain and apply warm, Then give 
it three coats of acetate of iron, which may be made by 
dissolving 10 parts of iron filings in 75 parts strong 
vinegar. Pine will not give good results. Cherry, pear, 
or walnut ehould be used. 4 What books to read to 
study electricity. A. There are a number of excellent 
works. We mention more particularly “ Practical 
Electricity," by W. BE. Ayrton, price $2.50, also “ Elec- 
tricity in the Service of Man," price $6, 


(2480) H. L. H. writes: I want to make 
good glossy red paint todry quick. How can I get it? 
I have been using Chinese vermiiion and gum arabic 
water. A. Dissolve the best red sealing wax in sirong 
alcohol, Or simply make a etrong solution of shellac 
in alcohol and stir in enough of Chinese vermilion to 
give a good color and body. 

(2431) F. & T. Manufacturing Co. write: 
We have been using benzine as a cleaner by havinga 
dish of it large enough to dip a machine in, but owing 
to the danger from exp!osion and fire we are very desir- 
ous of using something elise, and would like to know if 
you know of anything to take ite place. A. Wecannot 
suggest any eubstituie. Strong ammonia is recom- 
mended as an extinguisher of of] fires, and might be 
kept on hand in glase-eteppered bottles to be ured as 
fire grenades in case of trouble. 

(2482) A. B. S. writes: Will you advise 
me if there are any two or three kinds of metal that 
when brought in contact will form an eleciric cir- 
cuit? And if there is, please state what they ere. A. 
Theoretically, any dissimilar metals will do this if we 
adopt the contact theory of electricity. Practically, 
they will not, as the discharge ie not perceptibie exter- 
nally. 

(2483) J. D. asks how xanthate of pot- 
ash is made. A. Alcoho) of 0°800 ep. gr. ia saturated 
while boiling with caustic potash. Into this carbon di- 
sulphide is dropped until it ceases to dissolve or anti! 
the liquid is no longeralkaline. On cooling to 40° Fah., 
the potassium xanthate separates as crystals, These 
are pressed between blotting paper and dried in « 
vacuum, Exposure to the airspoile them. The salt 
may be dissolved in water or alcohol, The proportions 
for preserving food must be aeceriained by experiment, 
Probably | part in 10,000 would have some effect. 

(2484) A. 8S. asks: 1. What is put in 
beer to make it ferment? A. Yeast. 2, How brewer’ 
yeast is made. A. The following is a good formula: 
Ground malt 2 pounds, hope 2 ounces, add | gal on 
water at 170° Fah, Soak for sim hours, strain, and add 
two or three boiled potatoes mashed up, Then put ia 
two or three dry yeast cakes crumbled dine, having 
liquid milk warm, keep warm until ibe liquid ferments. 
If a little meal is mixed in warm water, it will ferment 
in time and be the basis for starting a yeast mixture, 

(2435) F. 8S. M. asks: 1. Is it possible 
to photograph distant objects by combining camera 
and telescope? If so, how should the two be arranged? 
A. Yes. We refer you to our SuppLement, No. 336. 
2. What is the best way to keep giass jars from break- 
ing when filling with hot preserves? A. Bring the jars 
gradually to the heat of the preserves by immersing 
them in cold water and heating it. 





TO INVENTORS. 

An experience of forty years, and the preparation of 
more than one hundred thousand applications for pa- 
tents at home and abroad, enable us to understand the 
iaws and practice on both continents, and to possess un- 
equaled facilities for procuring patents everywhere. A 
synopsis of the patent laws of the United States and ail 
foreign countries may be had on appiication, and persons 
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Rand cutter and feeder, B. H. Morris 
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Cartridge case, A. Reinisot 44.150 | Mandrell, expanding, J. T. Evely enannadiinindin 43223 Truck ted On tilting device, barrel, J. BE. ountins.. . AO 
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Cotlara. ete. stiffening for, L. T. Hiadler 46.729 TEED a0 acenbvbtdapeehiimemareatscocnsetonetenet 40.207 | Vault cover, ventilating. J. Jacobs. 436.084 
Copa, ete. apparat os for treating. C. Weber 49.470 | Mop wringing device, R. Hi. Muilen........... o 435.976 | Vegetable slicer, ©. Schnetzer... .. 622 
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for. . B. Waish . 44.06 Pipe coupling and  eemeepel metallic sleeve, 
Drawing board, B. BE. Sawyer 435, - commen. dy Sat wert ~-- oe 
Drier. See Lace drier ipe thimble 6,957 
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Electric motor 4. Edison 4%. 127 | Potato digger, P. Antonides.... eee 435.295 Church pew. 8. a po sovewesen rer * 30/151 
Biectric ewitoh, C. UG. Perkins 44.107 | Power transmitter, W. Hollis.. . -.. 5081 Escutcheon, etc. W. H. eo * or igs 
Kiectrica! amusement reporting apparatus, M. D Power transmitting device, KE. -. ‘Jarvis wee esse 436.017 Fenee post stub. HL. Ennes ** 0137 
Compton 4, Pressure regulator, fluid, |. J. Griffin.... coccces OUZED Hand bag, lady's, O. A oe ** 30.153 
Biectrica!l translating devices, cut-out for, C. G Printing machine, web, W.Scott........ cvncceees 6,155 Sone ie aan. 2. 2, iene, 136 
Perkins s 4%,087 | Protector. See Plan: protector. | Mop rubber Amith & Jackson es poneener an 2.182 
Biectrically-operated mechanism, regulating, M. Puller. See Tack puller Poker, J. w (i enagne SaN 20.142 
J. Wightmar 435,.%8 | Pulling device. J Hotchkiss...... 436,000 | oa) Salt of pepper box, J a ee * 2 140 
Biectrolyte for galvanic batteries, Irving & Hill.. 496.001 | Pump, L. J. Gemett |... .... 6... cece cccccccccnenes 42 b per d. i 6 wr sy 20.155 
~~ . ; Pp % 436.00 | Show or oo oetting. 
Klevator for waier, sa 5 ge A. Hogeland Sonnet . - A. oy. *° Basis 3 Show 3.4. 20.124 
jevator mechanism, (. hitter umps, rivet catcher for, ar a.. it Case, . 
ss See Steam engine | Radiator attachment, steam. H. EB. Stager.. 436. Stove, oll, Goldstein « Block: wv, 
Bogine system. a¢)justable current reciprocating, Railway, cable, J. H Pendleton - 4%, 102, 4:16, 104 
4 ve Depoe'e 6.2776 | Railway, cabie, J. H. Pendleton ef al........ 45.106 | 
Sactnen botler lewelina deviee for road, F. Saxon 66.287 | Rallway crossing, ——- & Finley 436,146 TRADE MARKS. 
Brararings. making. D Roberts 44,07 | Rallway gate, A. 8. Ha 405,296 
Bnvelo pe opener. M Preanaer 436.189 Railway grip tt A ‘ean, J. H. Pendleton. Almond paste for making macaroons, Chapman & 
Becetsior machine, A. L. & G. DD. Moore 436.25 46, 496, 10 Smith Company.. r 
Brercising machine, E. J. Kerns 4,984 Railway signs), J. Richardson. 46,191 | analgesic preparations, A. F. Poirrier : 
Bxtension tabie. LG. smith 196 | Railways, electric danger and safety signal for, K. Antiseptics and germicides, K. T. Jester & Co 15,409 
Fats from emulsions, separating. (. D Hellstrom — a M. Burt i163 | Biood purifiers and alteratives, B.C. Nye Mettes 
Vancet, D. A. Ripley 4.151 | Railways, electric lighting and heating apparatus and C Chemical TTL ota siceibanteanias . aa? 
Feed troegh or rack, folding, 4. O. Atkinson ra 112 for electric, M. W. Dewey -oeeee. 436,125 Cabe, 3. T.G ’ 78.405 
Veace. J. W. Haynes 4.2% | Railways, electric signal for, F.C. Schroen 46.154 Catar reparation for the cure of, D. D. Harr... 18.419 
Fence machine, F. W. Kremer - 6.04  Rallways, electric mgnal for. G. A. Tower.......... 4% pF ak oy = ee estan ae 18.422 
Fence machine tension device, & Lutz 0% | Rake. See Hay rake. _ | Cigars, Strong, rents “. |“ epewrertieesepeess 18,407 
Fence making machine, T. P. Madil! --+ 16.180 | Razor, J. B. Fuller ... + teeeeeeeeenes 4%6,05 | Civars and cigarettes, Fiss & Doerr............. oosee 18,408 
Fence post base, J. H., Jr. & A. Kamer 6,978 | Reclining chair, G. BE. Lord sscseeeeseeeeeees 45,988 | Cotton goods, Neuss, Hesslein & Co....... -- nee 18,688 
Fence, wire, D. W. Weiser (927) | Reel. See Bolting reel. | Cyelopedias of the manutactures and products of 
Ferruie for umbretias or parssuls, C. BE. Metager.. 696.2)! | Refrigerating agents, circulating liquefied, H. J. | the United States, Seeger & Guernsey Com- 
Fifth wheel, vehicle, H. H. Uckotter -- $5988) Kre vocceee see. 436,008 Si. MactisM an tdlechewe  S0cesditbinntihian se 
File paper, ii. G. Coffman ‘#214 | Refrigerator. Di Veechio & Mignoia... -ceceees 446.278 | miectric and telephonic wires, coverings for. Boe. | 
Filter, sirup, 0. 1. & W. M. Jewel! 45.1 | Refrigerator crate. E. 8. Thomas oseen 435,965 | ton Rubber Shoe Compa: 
Filtering apparatus. R. K. Milier 435.044 | Register Cash regiater. Filing binders = bills — documents, etre & * 
Fittering joint and cut-off. EB. L. Detwiler 44.171 | Regulator. See Boiling water regulator. Electric ea oe ea ee Me 18.418 
Pirearms., eafety catch for, J. ¥. Manahan ‘07 machine regulator. Pressure regulator. Tem- Flavoring er cssen for beverages, a. 
ee Sra  & Sepes ous. ep perature regulator. Harr, liquid totlet preparation for the, es. S Couch 18.617 
ire escape M.D. Baxer ° 46.71 Reservoirs, water way ane wate | for, hail » —_ Hosiery, M. 8. Hecho” hl A A Sige ry 
Vishins rod and reel, combined, C. B. Corbin 4‘% an eroft 496.170 | Medicated prone sirups. oe: Kiauenbderg.. byt 
Fit, See Carving fork. Hay tedder fork i NOD, « 00 cc nncnmtinanienees, enalnns 4%. Mortar or plaster compounds. tinters for. Poch 
¥reame. See Spectaclc frame S*ploning frame Ribbon dieplay case, EK. J. Montigny 436.974 rothers = Pg é poet Meee 
Fernace. See Boller furnace. Hot air furnace. Ring. See Curtain rice Ointment. face bleaching. A. Hi. MeDonnald * 18.410 
Furnace, J. Bielenbers ‘ 436.283 | Rock channeling machine, E. H. Kruger - 5978 | Paint for boat bottoms. anti-fouling, W. H. Weeks 18.44 
Furnace erate, T. T. Rochett 4H.I% | Kod. Fishing rod. Piaster-of-paria. J. B. King & Co 5 
Furnitere, K. Miller iy Sx Koller. See Hateh voller. Bet —_ onm Soap, B. B. 18.423 
Furniture fastening. siatted, 4 rereavine.. 4.209 | Holling machine. tire. tendo _.. ito or uterine Dr. J. Moffatt 
afl joint for vessels, P. ©. rroetad 6.938 | Roof, sheet metal. W.. Berger.... eoseres b—x-14 Suppositories f ts ” diseases, Dr. J. © 0se<es 18,421 
Gauge. See Carpenter's gauge Kope clamp, 8. Peck . enecee wing, F ee 
ame. C.'N Hoyt 1.310 | Ronee or twine hk, Kilo 722002 acts | Tomaeen chemin. Futiog 6 gy cs i 
Gas burner, safety. Frechette & Dupuis 436. rm) Satie, reefing and furling. M. W. lo 10 ashing powder. OM eweonaug tld 
Gas retorts, apperates for charging inelined, L. Sails. reefing attachment for, J. N. Furman 6.741 | Whisky. ; Mathews, shinee . Bae 
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Light - Running Ventilating 
ra ss. 


Adapted fer Ventilating and Drye 
ing of every description, 
Catalogue free 
Go. P. CLARK, 
Windsor Locks, Conn. 
“4 Bway, New York. 
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RECENTLY 

Oar pew catalogne con iainivg vu 
ing works of more than Ofty different sab 
maiied tree to any address o 


PUBLISHED. 
ver 1 pages, {(nclud- 
s. Will be 


© application 
lishers Scientific American, 
261 Mreadway, Sew York, 
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RAYS HARBOR 


ton, The Duluth of the Pacific Coast. 


RAILROAD TERMINDS ° now being pushed | 


~~ being push 














through to Grays Harbor toon the Walla Walla 
wheat Geids. Rich tributary coustry—wheat, coal, 
bay. and tember. Largest bedy of Government land in 
Washington, erbject to homestead. tributary. Two-fifths 
= Ly er in rs tom tributary; the future seat 
lum ber turing and other indastries. 
THE BEST HARBOR north of San Franeisco 
Wequare miles o 
anchurage ly 10 miles of tewage; SO miles nearer 
Ban Franci« and the world’s markets than Tacoma. 
Possessed of unparalieled oatural reswurces, Grays 
Harber acd the Grays Harbor Country offers great 
indecements to settiers, investors, and business men. 
Por < lars address 
ted HAKBOR CO! PA 
(iraye Harber, hare 














PATENTS! 


MESSHS. MUNN & ©0., in Connection with the pupli- 
catioa of the SCIENTIFIC AMRRIC continue to ex- 
amide im pruvements, and tu act a ora Of Pateuts 
tor leventors. 

fe thie line of businoss they hb 
wperwnce, and aow hgve cares 
yreparation of Patent Brawing =" 
Prosecution of Applications f@ 
Bates. anada, and oe ae 
Co. sleo attend to the preper : 
for Books, Labels Hetssuesee § 
en lafringements of hater 

hem ts done wilh special © 
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jesars. Munn & 
Jata, Copyrights 
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reas \@ Lerme 
A pam pbiot sent 
taining fu)! boformatior 
cere them. 
Designs, Patents 
sighments, Reject 


oy 
. ‘vee of charg, WSynopets of Foreian Pa- 
tert Laws, showing ‘he cost and method of securing 
patents in ali the principal countries of the world. 
MUNN 6. CS os Solicitors of Patents, 
1 Broadway. New York. 
BRANCH orricBe -No. G2 and Gi F Street, Pa- 
Be Dullding, near 1th Street, Washington, D.C. 


a 8) application, con. 

Pots and how to pro- 
Labels, Copyright, 
. Infringements, As- 
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‘THOAMERIGAN SELL TELEPHONE 60 











Mechanical Toys, Games, etc. 
Engine was Set Lp and Started by eur Printed Directions, 
New Haven, CONN., July 3, 1800. 
Charter Gas Engine Co.. Sterling, hi. 

GENTLEM We have now used your Gasoline En- 
gine for two months and is giving good satisfaction. 
Requires no attention after it 1s started, which generally 
takes four to five minutes. A large number of persons 
have seen it; some pronounce it a wonder, and others, 
who are familiar with gas engines, as the finest they 
over saw. We would cheerfully recommend the “ Char- 

* to all persons in need of power, especially to those 
where work ts of an intermittent character, as the ex- 
pense ceases whenever the engine is not 0 ee. En- 
gine was set up and start by your. printed directions 

pte pe HOMPSON & BALL. 

For pox Wa, 8 ete., eon CuARTER Gas ENGINE Co. 
P. O. Box 8, teria. 

















THE STEAM ENGINE: ITS PRINCI- 
ples, ite development. its future and rfection —A pa- 
per by E. N. Dickerson, giving an outline of the history 
of the steam engine, and discussing the principles upon 
whieh it operates and which limit its capecity. With? 
- ures. Conteined in SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN SUPPLE- 





cnt, No. GSG. Price 10 cents. To be had at this 
| omce and from a ad newsdesters. 
PRACT 





IS NPEVRITER 


Catalogue free. Address Typewriter Department, 
POPE MFG. CO., Boston, New York, Chicago. 


JENKINS BROS. VALVES! 


JENKINS BROS,, Tl Jobo St. N. Y; 10 Milk St. 














Boston; 21 North 5th St., Phila.: 54 Basted St., Chiags. | 


THE GREAT IMPROVEMENT IN 


ROOFING 


We are now ready to supply the product of en 
ly new machinery ted processes just com feted, or 
aid of which we not only have greatly improv’ 
the strength and durability of our well- 
ASBES 105 KOOFLNG. but have also secured 
a degree of uniformity never before attained in any 
similar fabric. We offer this as the PEKFRCTED 
form cf the portable Rooting which we have manu- 
factured with continued inprovements during the 

t thirty years, and as the most desirable "Rooting 
r gene purposes. 

“The important feasures of our recent tmprove- 
menta, for which patents have been al owed and 
others t ~~, fer tn this Country and in Europe, 

are de in our pew et which, with sam- 
pies, will be sent free by 

Our Asbestos 


Roofing is now use upon Fac- 
tories, Foundries, Cotton Gins, Chemical 
Rall Steamboat Decks 


Works, 
, ete., in 
all parts of the world. 


ait is oopemet ready for fn rolls containi 
1 cquace & and weighs, With Asbestos noe 
Coating, ready ‘for shipment, about 8 pounds to 


10U square 

It is pr nr for steep or flat roofs in all climates, 
and can be readily ied by unskilled workmen. 

[3 There are inferior imitations of our Asbestos 
Roofing. Purchasers are cautioned. 

Exclusive sale of our IMPROVED ASBESTOS 
RooFrtnG will be given to reliable dealers in im- 
portant towns where we have not already made 
arrangements. 


H.W. JOHNS MANUFACTURING CO. 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 
HH. W. Johns’ Fire and Water Preof Asbestos 
Sheathing, Building Felt, etc. Asbestos 
Beller Coverings, Steam Packings, 
Fire-Preof Paints, etc. 
Samples and Descriptive Price List Free by Mail. 


87 Maiden Lane, New York. 
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BASE BALL.—A DESCRIPTION OF 


the great national game of the United * by an 
Newton Crane, with diagram ¢ 
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English writer, Jno. 

the field and 7 ii‘ustrations of players. Contained in 
ENTIFIC AMEKICAN SU rPLeMeNntT, No. » Price 
10 cents. Tobe had at this office and m news- 
dealers. 

















PULLEYS HANCERS, 
FRrietos CLUTCHES. 





PROUGHHeS MACHINE WORKS, 
é =. BRO 
44 Park Filace, Ww. yy. 











| 


POP SAFETY VALVE 
m,WATER RELIEF VALVE 
IMPROVED STEAM GAGE 
STEAM ENGINE INDIOATOR 


Single Rell Chime Whistle, and al! instruments 
used In connection with Steam, Air and Water. 
Sole Agents Jor Clark's Linen Fire Hose. 


CROSBY STEAM GAGE & VALVE CO. 8.2% 8% 
ON GAS ENGINES.—A VALUABLE 


per by E. Delamare-!eboutteville. touching upon the 
history of gas motors ip ge neral. and describing in de- 
tail the “ Simplex” engine invented by the author and 
Mr. Ma'andin. With 2 figures. Contained in SCIFNTIFIC 
AMERICAN “UPPLEMENT. Nos. 715 and 716. Price \0 
| dente each. To be had at tails office and from all vews- 
enalers. 








VAN DUZEN 
CAS & CASOLINE ENGINE 


OPERATED with COAL 
and OTHER MANUFAC- 
TURED GASES AND 
GASOLINE. 

RELIABLE AND 
ECONOMICAL. 
Full Werrentes 










3 E. 2d St., Cincinnati, O. 











| LIGHTNING WELL- SINKING 
x ERY MANUFACTURE 
| ae mt Revolving, 


Diamon: 
Wind Mills, 


Eagiea, Boller, 
iuin Hone Emey eloped 1s 


nation quality water; mailed, 5c. 
The American Weil W 





OIL WELL SUPPLY CO. Lid. 


91492 WATER STREET, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Manufacturers of everything needed for 
ARTESIAN WHiL.Les 
for either Gas, Oil, Water, or Mineral 
Tests. Boilers, Engines, Pipe, 

Cordage, Drilling Tools, ete. 
Lllustrated ca‘alogue, price 
lists and discount sheets 
on request. 











95 MILK ST., BOSTON, MASS, 


This Company owns the Letters Patent 
granted to Alexander Graham Bell, March 
7th, 1876, No. 174,465, and January 30th, 
1877. No. 186,787. 

The transmission of Speech by a!l known 
forme of Electric Speaking Telephones in- 
fringes the right secured to this Company 
by the above patents, and renders each 
individual user of telephones not farnish- 
ed by it or its licensees responsible for such 
unlawful use. and all the consequences 








thereof, and liable to suit therefor. 








PROPERTIES OF ALUMINUM.—BY 
A. B. Hant. J. W. Langley, and C. M. — go waite of 
aluminum and processes of manu Properties 
with respect to specific gravity. Action so heat on alu- 
minum. Corrodibiiity, mechanical eee, Soe, 
on 


conductivity, practical hints, aluminum alloys. 
tained in SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN SUPPLEMENT, No. 
750. Price 10 cents. To be had at this office and from 
all newsdealers. 





TO INVENTORS 
AND MANUFACTURERS 


59th Grand National Industrial Exposition 


—OF THE— 
American Institute of the City of New York 
Willi Open Oct. ist and close Nov. aaa ag 











[SEPTEMBER 20, 1890. 











THE PHONOGRAPH.—A DETAILED 


Consstoaten of the new ana improved form of the pho 


nograph j bt out by ison. With & 

— Conta “] m, Sore» Tivic AMERICAN oo 
cents. To be t ’ 

office and from all newsdea ers. ees ¢ 


S. 
NEW KODAKS 


“You press the button, 
we do the rest.” 











Seven New 
Styles and 
Sizes 
ALL LOADED WITH 
Transparent 
Films. 
For sale by all Photo. Stock Dealers. 
THE EASTMAN COMPANY, 


Send for Catalogue. RUCHESTER, N.Y. 











THE 
Scientific American 
The Mest re en hava the World. 





Only $3.00 a Venr, includin Pose ©. Weekly. 
° 53 Numbersa Year.” 





This widely circulated and splendidly tiiustrated 
paper is pub ished weekly. Every number contains six- 
teen pages of useful infoimation and a large number of 
original engravings of new inventions and discoveries 
representing Engineering Works, Steam \uchinery. 
New Inventions. Novelties in Mechanics, Maoufwct ures, 
Cnemistry, Klectricity, Te egraphy, Photography. Archi- 
tectare, Agriculture. Horticulture, Nutural History, etc. 
Complete List of Patents each week. 

Terms of Subscription.—One copy of the Scien- 
TIFIc Av ERICAN will be sent for one year—S2 numbers— 
postage prepaid, to any subscriber in the United states, 
Canada or Mexico, on receipt of three dellur« by the 
publishers; six months, $1.50; three months, $1.0 

Clabs.—Special rates for several names, and wo Post 
Masters. Write for perticulars. 

The safest way to remit is by Postal Order, Draft. or 
Express Money Order. Money carefully placed inside 
of envelopes, secureiy sealed, and correctly addressed, 
seldom goes astray, but is at the sender’s risk. Ad- 
dress all letters and make all orders, drafts, etc., puy- 


bi: 

wee MUNI é& CO., 
361 Broadway, New York. 
_——— 


TEE 


Scientific American Supplement. 


This ts a separate and distinct publication from 
Tue ScieNaiFic AMERICAN, but is uniform therewith 
ip size,every number containing sixteen large pages full 
of engravings, many of which are taken from foreign 
papers, and accompanied with translated descrip! ions. 
THe ScLeENTIFIC AMERICAN SUrPLeMENT is published 
weekly, and includes a very wide range of contents. It 
Presents the most recent papers by eminent writers 'n 
all the principal departments of ‘Science and the 
Useful Arts, embracing Biology, Geclogy, Mineraloxy. 
Natura! History, Geoxraphy, Archeology. Astronomy, 
Coemistry, Electricity, Light. Heat, Mechanica! Evgi- 
neering. Steam and Railway Engineering, Mining. 
Ship Building, Marine Engineering, Photogrpoy, 
Technology, Manufacturing Industries, Sanitary En- 
gineering, Agricufture, Horticulture, Domestic Kcon.- 
my, Biograpry, Medicine, etc. A vast amennt of fresh 
and valuable information obtainable in no otier pu!- 
lication. 

The most important Enjineering Works, Mechanisms, 
and Manufactures at home and abroad are illustrated 
and described in (the SUPP! EMENT. 

Price for the Su Pri.cmEnT for the United States an! 
Canada, $5.00 a year, or one copy of the SCIENTIFIC A™- 
ERICAN and one copy of the SUPPLEMENT, both mailed 
for one year for $1.00. Singie copies 10 cents. Address 
and remit by pustal order, express money order, or check 

MUNN & Co., 361 Broadway, N. ¥.. 
Pablishers ScrenTIvic AMBKICAN. 


Building Edition. 


THe SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN ARCHITECTS’ 
BuiLpers’ Eprrton ts issued monthly. $2.0 4 year 
Single copies, 25 cents. Forty large quarto pages, og"! 
to about two bandred ordinary book pages; forming * 
jarge and smendia Magazine of Architecture, ric>- 
ly adorned with ciegant plates in colors. and with other 
fine engravings; illustrating the most interesting «*- 
amples of mudern Architectural Construction #04 
a led subjects. 

A special feature is the presentation in each num" 
of a variety of the latest and best plans for private ‘*' 
ences, city and country, including those of very 10 
erate cost as weil as the more expensive. Drawings '° 
Perspective and in color are given, togetber wit) ' ull 
Plans. Spec fications, Sheets of Details, Estimates, «'“ 

The elegance and cheapness of this magnificent * rk 
have won for it the Largest Circulation of *°% 
Archieccural publication in the world. Sold by *! 
newédealers. $2.50a year. Remit to 


MUNN & CO., Publishers, 
361 Broadway, New York. 
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